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Believe in God and Keep the Fires Burning 


By Z. T. 
Sweeney 








A Message for 1904 from the President 
of the American Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

HIS is January 2, 1904. The 
ow “New Year” has been ushered 
in by glad greetings, joyful giv- 

“ae ings and receivings. To-day is 

for sober reflection and resolution. The 
Storm King is raging in winter carnival. 
The great flakes are coming down in 
such profusion as to render vision only 
possible at short range. Boreas is 
breathing upon it all so as to create a 
perfect fury of flurry. The electric wires 
are groaning and straining. The leaf- 
less branches are bending beneath their 
load of snow and sleet. The streets are 
deserted except for an occasional foot 
passenger. The fowls of the air have 
sought their coverts and the animals are 
in hiding. Great white coverlets of 
snow tuck in home and barn and say to 
man, “Stay at home and rest.” Nature, 
though mutely, is eloquently chanting 
her great recessional. But while I write 
I glance out of my window and smile at 
Naturo’s fury. I know there is to be 
a change for the better. This old earth, 
which has been inclining away from the 
sun so many months, has reached the 
winter solstice and is already turning 
back to the King of Day. The snow 
mantles shall melt ere long and the 
manacles of ice shall fall away and “the 


time of the singing of birds shall come,” 


and Nature shall joyfully sing again her 
great processional. Then the sleeping 
life shall hear the voice of the good 
Father—who has never failed to call and 
whom it has never failed to obey—and 
shell open its eyes to the glad spring 
day of growth, flowers and fruit. There 
is but one duty for me to-day—viz., to 
believe in God and keep the fires burn- 
ing; so I smile and lay on the fuel. 
s +e s 

This old world of ours turned away 
from the Sun of Righteousness and for 
four thousand years pursued its way- 
ward course. But winter solstice was 
reached at the cross of Calvary and it 
has been gradually turning backward 
toward the Sun of Righteousness. No 
matter if there be storm and darkness— 
the glad spring time of righteousness is 
approaching. The day is coming when 


false religion and false government shall 
be overthrown and true religion and 
government shall dominate—“When the 
earth shal! be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord as the waters cover the deep.” 
s- ¢ 8 

As president of the American Chris- 
tian Missionary Society I greet its 
friends and say that the one duty of this 
winter time is to believe in God and 
keep the fires burning. Only by so do- 
ing shall we be ready for the planting 
of the spring and the reaping of the 
autumn. America is the blackboard 
upon which God is solving the problem 
of true government for all ages to come. 
And America will be just what such 
forces as our society and those similar 
to it shall make it. May first is our 
spring—and October and St. Louis will 
be our harvest. If we keep the fires 
burning now we shall be ready for May, 
and May determines October. Our so0- 


ciety managers have modestly named 
two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) 
as a high water mark for us to reach. 
Is it not a reasonable and just amount? 
Is it not one that can be easily reached? 
It can be if we believe in God and keep 
the fires burning. Let the preachers 
take the above sentence as a motto. 
Let the churches and Sunday schools 
act up to it for the next four months. 

The great empires of science and art, 
commerce and manufacture are bending 
every energy to make an exhibit at St. 
Louis this summer. Kings and princes 
and his majesty, the American citizen, 
will be there in all their glory. Our 
Christ will aJso be there. When our con- 
vention assembles in the Exposition City, 
shall it be with songs of gladness over 
a great work, well and worthily done; 
or shall it be with the acknowledgment 
of defeat? “Let us believe in God and 
keep the fires burning!” 





THE REST 


By W. T. 
Moore 


GIVER 








“And I will give you rest”: 


When we labor and are laden with a 
heavy load of care, 

When our spirit’s sick within us and our 
hearts begin to fear, 

Then how joyful is the knowledge we 
may be our Savior’s guest, 

For he has bid us come to him, that we 
may find his rest. 

In the strife of bitter conflict, in the 
hour of deepest grief, 

When our souls are crushed with trials 
and we seek some sure relief, 

It is then the words of Jesus to our 
trembling hearts seem best, 

As they ring out this sweet music, “and 
I will give you rest.” 


Math. XI: 28. 


When the busy world will listen to hear 
the Master’s voice 

And will learn that he is ready to make 
their hearts rejoice, 

They will hear him say in kindness to 
all who are distressed: 

“Come unto me, you weary, and I will 
give you rest.” 


In the hour of grief and sadness, as we 
sink beneath our pain, 

When our hearts are charred and with- 
ered, as flowers deprived of rain, 
‘Tis then these words bring comfort to 

every aching breast, 
“Come unto me, you tired ones, and I 
will give you rest.” 


When the struggle here is ended and 
our greatest victory won, 

When our work for him is finished and 
we hear him say “Well done!” 


Then we'll enter 


into mansions pre 


pared for all the blest, 


And have fulfilled his promise, 


“and i 


will give you rest.” 


Columbia, Mo., Jan. 1, 1904. 
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EDITORIAL 





OVR CHARACTERISTIC METTLE 
HE JUDGE, in James Lane Al- 
len’s recent book, has asked a 
question which should be writ- 
‘aa ten in letters large and clear not 
nly over our country’s flag, but upon 
the forehead of every individual and 
upon the doorpost of every religious or- 
ganization. Acknowledging the great- 
nees of our achievements as a nation, 
“After all,” he adds, “the question re- 
mains, What is our characteristic mettle? 
What is the mettle of the American? 
. Has he added to the civiliza- 
tions of Europe the spectacle of a single 
virtue transcendently exercised? We 
are not braver than other brave people, 
we are not more polite, we are not more 
honest or more truthful or more sincere 
or kind. I wish to God that some vir- 
tue, say the virtue of truthfulness, could 
be known throughout the world as the 
unfailing mark of the American—the 
mettle of his pasture. Not to lie in 
business, not to He in love, not to Ie 
in religion—to be honest with one’s 
fellow-men, with women, with God—sup- 
pose the rest of mankind would agree 
that this virtue constituted the charac- 
teristics of the American! That would 
be fame for ages.” 

This is a fine phrase that he has given 
us—“Our characteristic mettle’—but to 
the man who has been touched by the 
new spirit—the old spirit reincarnated 
in modern life—it becomes more than a 
phrase, it is the prompter of diviner 
things. If we were perfectly honest with 
ourselves as a nation, would we not be 
forced to admit that we have a little 
of the same spirit as those who came 
out to hear the message of John the 
Baptist? To be sure we do not boast of 
a long line of noble ancestry, but the 
very fact that we were born in this 
“grand and glorious” country, with her 
rolling prairies, inexhaustible mines and 
her wealth of trade and commerce, is to 
many a guarantee of a “special dispen- 


sation of providence.” 
. . * 





The message of repentance needs to 
be brought home with passionate earn- 
estness to the conscience of every Amer- 
fean in this day of corruption and 
“graft.” There would seem to be some 
justification for the course of a certain 
preacher who was called to a new parish 
and preached upon the subject of “Re 
pentance.” The following Sunday he 
preached on the same subject the same 
sermon. This was quite unusual, but 
excited but little comment, the people 
thinking that perhaps their new pastor 
was affected with absent-mindedness. 
But on the following Sunday they were 
treated to the same discourse. It was 
time that some one should wait upon 
him and find out ff that was the only 
sermon he had. He replied with perfect 
self-composure that he had plenty of oth- 
ers, but did not see any use for preach- 
ing them until they had practiced the 
one he had preached. 

The kingdom of heaven can never 
come to this nation with its largest and 
richest content unless she is willing to 
enter in by the straight and narrow way 


of repentance and “develop a new vir- 
ture or carry an old one forward to char- 
acteristic development.” What a home- 
ly virtue is truthfulness, we say, and 
yet how woefully lacking is it. How 
often are we surprised to find strong 
characters, overcome by the atmosphere 
in which they live, adopting the stan- 
dard of ethics accepted by their fellows 
without uttering a single word of pro- 
test. Men who are to be trusted abso- 
lutely in one department of life seem 
to be “born short” in some other. This 
is not the wail of the pessimist. but a fact 
that a man must face every day in the 
business world. With a shrug of the 
shoulder or a wave of the hand men 
play fast and loose with their conscience, 
that “inner sentinel” of the soul, until it 
withdraws and leaves the individual 
without any means of moral defense, no 
longer able to discern good from evil. 
7 * es 

But would not this be a good question 
for us as a religious people to ask our- 
selves, “What is our characteristic met- 
tle?” We have large numbers and we 
are increasing at a marvelously rapid 
rate. But after all what is the outstand- 
ing feature of the Disciples of Christ? 
We are evangelistic and in this we are 
apostolic. Bunt some one may ask how 
are we assimilating the new material 
which we secure. Are we more mis- 
sionary than other people? Have we 
cultivated the “grace of giving” to a 
larger degree? Have we put into prac- 
tice the new commandment (by which 
the world is to know that we are the 
Master’s disciples), in a way that sur- 
passes any of our religious neighbors? 
Are we more scholarly and at the same 
time more spiritually minded than oth- 
ers? Have we done more to bring the 
gospel of divine love to the “laboring 
classes” and lift up the fallen? After all, 
“what is our characteristic mettle?” 
This we should make clear, not only to 
ourselves, but to all people with whom 
we come in contact during the present 
year. 


NOT MEASURES BVT MEN 
DJ or xew ATTORNEY JEROME 





of New York has been in Chi- 
pee cago. He was here at the in- 
= vitation of the Merchants’ club. 
What he had to say was spoken with 
the conviction of one of the old states- 
men-prophets. “Give me good men,” he 
said, “and they will do the work under 
any system. Give me bad men and they 
will find a hole in any statute.” Corrup- 
tion in public life, he affirmed, is nothing 
but the reflection of commercial life. 
His plea is for men—“for educated and 
upright men to come forward and make 
the sacrifices” needed in order to secure 
a righteous administration of govern- 
ment. It is no excuse, he says, for one 
man to take bribes because others are 
doing it. “Nor is it any defense for a 
man to say ‘I shall be ruined in business 
if I don’t.’ Isn't there something higher 
in this world, higher than not being 





ruined in business?” Every year sees 
a large number of financial failures. How 
many of these come as the result of some 





one being willing to go to the wall rather 
than prove false to his ideal of right 
and duty? The time is coming when it 
will be popular to do right, when it 
will be easy to stand against corruption, 
but in the meantime some one must be 
willing to be sacrificed. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS 

It may now be taken for granted that 
in the case of the Iroquois fire sorrow 
will prove to be surgery. The people 
have been stirred by the greatness of 
the horror and there is one determina- 
tion that criminal carelessness must be 
punished and that everything possible 
must be done to prevent such catastro- 
phes in the future. Even Germany’s em- 
peror has proved himself more than a 
star actor in “that fierce light that beats 
about a throne” by closing the Royal 
Theater until at his own expense it has 
heen remodeled. 





Two things are to be noted. All the 
talk and writing concerns itself with the 
material side of a question that has a 
very important other side. Nearly six 
hundred lives were lost in this fire. The 
whole world is rightfully horrified. But 
may we not consider well whether some 
other evils than combustible buildings, 
crowded aisles, locked exits may with 
advantage to the nation receive the ver- 
dict of mayor and council, press and 
people? The one immediate good result 
of this fire will be the wiping out of 
half the theaters of Chicago, many of 
them theaters that ought never to have 
been tolerated in any self-respecting 
community. 


Is this not a time to cease blaming 
conditions and try to better them? The 
other thing to be noted is the fact that 
the theatrical managers have been eager 
to go ahead making money. It was the 
edict of the law that compelled them to 
close their houses and make necessary 
alterations. Now what about a care for 
the morals of the community? Has pub- 
lic opinion that makes legislation no 
word to say upon this question? Six 
hundred people have met a terrible 
death and every man in the remotest 
way responsible for that holocaust is 
held blameworthy. Six hundred thou- 
sand people and more are subjected con- 
stantly to grave moral danger and mayor 
and council, press and people are apa- 
thetic. We are not attacking the the- 
ater, as one well might. The Christian 
optimist has no right to adopt the de- 
spair of the woman who replied to Mr. 
Stead: “Oh, Christ! He’s all right. It’s 
the other one’s, that’s the devil.” Then 
she stopped. “It’s no use,” she added. 
The theater is here and we as citizens 
have our duty to do in regard to more 
than its four walls and furnishings. After 
all it is the newspaper and the public 
that is largely responsible for the “evils 
of the theater.” 





We are not now contending that as 
Christian men it is our part to attempt 
the “reformation” of the theater. We are 
merely emphasizing a very obvious yet 
neglected civic duty—that what is bad 
and injurious about the life and influence 
of the theater ought to be as much the 
concern of editorial writers and the guar- 
dians of city life as fire alarms. cess- 
pools or anything else that is either in- 
jurious to, or necessary for, the best in- 
terests of the people. 
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Ghe Plea, or What We Stand Fo 


By J. H. 
Smart 











HE plea is, or should be, the 
salvation of the world. We 
live in the golden dawn of the 
, 23 greatest opportunities in the 
woria’s history. The world’s best civil- 
ization has been concentered on _ this 
age and generation. The gateway of 
the highest opportunities stands wide 
open for this generation, and whoever 
is equipped for high thinking and noble 
living can enter such a field of useful- 
ness as has hitherto been unknown to 
the world. The day of great things is 
upon us, and the religious world can re- 
ceive and give greater blessings than 
it has hitherto dreamed of being possi- 
ble. The glorious light of the all-con- 
quering gospel of Christ shines with 
greater power than at any previous 
period in the brilliant history of the 
world’s evangelization. Not that this 
gospel has received new accretions of 
power during these latter times; but 
because the environment has been 
changed and the world-growth has been 
heavenward, and mam himself has taken 
a forward step toward the more perfect 
liberty of a better day. We are, there- 
fore, at the confluence of heaven-born 
forces which will, in time, bring all the 
nations of earth to the foot of the cross 
of Christ. And we are called to the 
front in this great world-enterprise. 
: . 

These are perilous times for those 
who are unwilling to move forward on 
the great swelling waves of the sea of 
progress and religious conquest. Many 
a barque will founder and perish in this 
mighty onrush of the conquering tide 
of civilization. No apostle of the blessed 
Christ ever looked upon such a day as 
this; a day throbbing, pulsating, heav- 
ing like a mighty engine filled with life 
and eager for a wild race with the 
lightning; a day pregnant with such 
immeasurable possibilities. The apos- 
tolic day was truly a great day, a most 
glorious day; such a day as the prophets 
and seers of the olden time longed to 
see and enjoy; but our day possesses 
all the greatness, glory and beauty of 
that day, with immeasurable added 
forces forged out by God’s power 
through nineteen centuries of unfold- 
ing What a wealth of power has been 
stored up for the use of this generation! 
The ends of the earth have been brought 
together; gulfs of difficulty have been 
spanped and _ stormy, perilous oceans 
have been, in a measure, obliterated. A 
great harvest, grown and ripened by the 
golden sunshine of nineteen centuries, 
was never so large and valuable as now. 
And yet this most magnificent work of 
evangelizing the world cannot be car- 
ried on successfully by a few isolated 
workers, however consecrated and effi- 
cient they may be. It is not God’s pur- 
pose to convert the world through a 
few men and women. He has evidently 
planned to have the many engaged in 
carrying out this evangelization. The 
victories of the cross are not to be won 
by a futile attempt to storm the citadel 
of darkness with the picket lines of the 
Lord’s army. There must be an intelli- 
gent, well-planned co-operation of 
Christian forces, a solid phalanx of 
brave soldiers marching shoulder to 
shoulder, with heart-beat to heart-beat, 
with a firm, heroic step and a divine 








unity of purpose, such as all the com- 
bined powers of darkness cannot with- 


stand. An army of invasion like this, 
wisely projected into the enemy’s coun- 
try, would conquer the world for Christ 
during this generation. Our forces ought 
to constitute such an army, for this is 
our mission in the world. God has com- 
missioned us for this work. 

Who are obligated in this Christian 
warfare? Our King has _ said, “Go!” 
Every soldier is under marching orders, 
every one who has been enlisted in the 
army of the Lord is called to go. No 
Christian should attempt to elude this 
responsibility or shun any part of his 
duty. The service of the Lord, the work 
of saving souls is a glorious service, 
though it may be a service of sacrifice, 
and even a service of great suffering. 
But we are to suffer with Christ if we 
would reign with him. It is a blessed 
means of grace for those who come after 
Christ by going after lost souls. By 
this missionary route the highest Chris- 
tian development is assured. 


Saving men and women, soul-winning, 
is the greatest work in this world; and 
yet there are so many, even in our 
churches, who do not care to have a 
part in it or any conspicuous connection 
with it. They have no interest, seem- 
ingly, in the conversion of the world. 
Multitudes are resting on the ‘unstable 
foundation that they are in the kingdom, 
members of the body of Christ, and that 
on this account they will enter the king- 
dom of glory above; and yet so far as 
human ken can perceive they have no 
interest in saving the millions who are 
lost. They give no time and no money 
that Christ may be preached to these 
great perishing multitudes. 

Who among us, with all the wisdom 
he can summon, can fully comprehend 
the blackness, the enormity and heinous- 
ness of sin? Its hideous ruin and the 


eternal loss it has brought to the hu- 
man race are more than man’s wisdom 
and reason can master. If left to finite 
creatures and human wisdom no solu- 
tion could be had. But all these prob- 
lems have been solved perfectly and 
satisfactorily in the gift of God’s Son, 





his atoning sacrifice for man’s redemp- 
tion. In this complete provision has 
been made for man’s salvation and up- 
lift here and hereafter. Thus the mys- 
tery is cleared up. God answers all 
these questions through the cross of his 
Son; and man responds to what God 
has done for him and receives a new 
lease of life by the cross of Christ. 
Christ on the cross proclaims man an 
immortal and explains why God so 
loved the world as to give his beloved 
Son to be a sacrifice for man’s salvation. 
Saving man from sin is, therefore, the 
noblest and greatest work of this life. 

Over half of the human race is in the 
bondage of sin, and without the knowl- 
edge of redeeming grace. They groan 
under the burdens of sin. How long 
shall the earth carry such a burden? 
How long shall the world be without 
the knowledge of redeeming love? How 
long shall besotted ignorance and dense 
darkness despoil the fairest portions 
of God’s magnificent creation? When 
shall the realm of tears cease? Is there 
not a better day coming, a long-prom- 
ised day of sweet deliverance, when sin 
shall be destroyed and the golden light 
of the Sun of Righteousness shall fill 
the whole earth, when mourning shall 
be turned into rejoicing and the fra- 
grant summer time of precious waving 
harvests shall be ushered in? Yes, the 
reaping time is coming, the glad day of 
the Lord, for our God has promised it. 
But why is there such long delay in the 
coming of this gladsome time? Is it 
the pleasure of the Lord to postpone 
the time of harvest and his glorious 
coming? Does he want the earth to 
be burdened thus and the dark regions 
to remain longer in the night of hope- 
less, helpless despair? Surely not. The 
cause of this delay is with us, his un- 
faithful servants. When shall we awake 
from our unholy slumbers and rise to 
the occasion of world-wide missions, and 
do our whole duty nobly? The church 
has been trifling with human souls and 
trifling with her duty much too long. 
Christians are enslaved by a dark pall 
of lethargy and are not awake to their 
opportunities and responsibilities. Cast 
your eyes round about you and lift up 
your heads and behold the field, one of 
the most fertile and favored in God’s 
wondrous world! See the multitudes 
made up of all nations and tongues on 
the face of the earth. Hear the tread 
of these dense processions headed, the 
most of them, toward the land of death. 
Then behold the church walking with 
the world and becoming a part of the 
world! Is she not trifling with human 
souls by her inactivity, by her supine- 
ness, by her faithlessness, by her love 
of money? Has she not forgotten her 
solemn pledge of loyalty, her confession 
of the Messiahship of Christ, her royal 
bridal vows? If not, why this absence 
of aggressiveness and this stolid indif- 
ference to the Macedonian cries all 
about her? 

What do we stand for as a religious 
people? For apostolic conversion ac- 
cording to the gospel preached by Peter, 
Paul and John; for the spread of this 
gospel as the only means of Christian 
evangelization of the world. We do not 
stand for a denomination, as we see 
the denominations about us striving to 
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build up party walls and party creeds. 
If we are true to the plea we will be 
greater than it is possible for any de- 
nomination to be. We stand for the 
restoration of apostolic Christianity and 
the apostolic church. As the apostolic 
church was not a denomination, so we, 
if we are true to our mission, can never 
be a denomination. It is a very narrow 
view of the plea to see in it another 
denomination. We stand for a great 
movement in the religious world, a 
movement which is to revolutionize the 
religious world. The spirit of the great 
commission, given by Christ to his apos- 
tles, is in it. The anti-missionary spirit 
is no part of it, but it has come from 
a seed sown by the evil one. For 
“Where the Bible speaks we speak” 
must exclude everything anti-missionary 
and anti-Christ. If this declaration of 
Mr. Campbell is lived up to then we 
stand not only for the Bible as our rule 
of life, but we stand for the evangeliza- 
tion of the world; and we are to become 
a great missionary people according to 
the apostolic pattern. The Lord planned 
wisely for the conversion of the world in 
the beginning, and we profess to go 
back to the beginning and take up this 
work thus divinely planned. If we 
stand for any one thing definitely it is 
this. This also excludes all things hu- 
man in the great fundamentals of this 
work. We must go back to the great 
commission Christ gave to his apostles 
and work under that for the conversion 
of the world. If the world cannot be 
saved by divine wisdom, as planned by 
our Savior and given to his apostles for 


this special purpose, surely man cannot 
devise a plan for the accomplishment of 
this great work. We stand for more 
than a denomination, for more than 
Christian union even; yea, it is more 
than the restoration of the apostolic 


church. We stand for the church of the 
New Testament, the work of that 
church, the life of that church, the faith 
of that church and for the evangeliza- 
tion of that church. We stand for all 
that the commission means in carrying 
the gospel of Christ to every creature in 
all the world and the teaching of those 
who are made disciples, as Christ com- 
manded. 
. > > 

if this be the plea, then a number of 
things follow logically and _ scriptural- 
ly. I can mention only a few of these: 


1. This movement is in accord with 
the wiil of the Lord and he will use it 
for the unification of his people. It is 
the will of the Lord that all Christians 
should be one in purpose, one in faith, 


one in life and one in the evangelization 
of the world. 

2. It cannot be a denomination, as 
there were no denominations during the 
days of the apostles. The idea of a de- 
nomination is that there is more than 
one body. There was only the one body. 

3. There can be no other name given 
to it except the name or names found 
in the New Testament. The disciples 
of the Master cannot consistently wear 
a denominational name and cannot be 
long to a church known by any name not 
known in the New Testament. 

4. Those who belong to this move- 
ment cannot, consistently, be narrow; 
cannot be partisans in any sectarian 
sense. They ought to be large-hearted, 
liberal up to the limit set by the Word 
of God. They ought to be optimistic, 
progressive and aggressive. 


Then we must preach the gospel 
Peter, John and Paul preached. The 
Book prohibits the preaching of any 
other gospel. 

6. Every church in this movement is 
in honor bound to be a missionary 
church, and all the members are to be 
missionary men and women. The plea 
will make us a great missionary peo- 
ple. 

This generation, including the nine 
hundred million human souls wrapped 
in heathen darkness under the appall- 
ing shadow of death, helpless, Christ- 
less, hopeless, will soon be gone. Where? 
Let Christians who read these lines an- 
swer this question in the fear of God. 
It is a serious question and an intensely 
personal question. Where shall we ap- 
pear if we fail to do our duty and per- 
mit these great unsaved multitudes to 


die without Christ, with no hope of a 
glorious hereafter? 
Finally, what do we need most to 


make us missionary heroes and 
heroines? Christ enthroned in _ the 
heart. This done, and the mind of 


Christ would rule in all of our spiritual 
temples. Then all _ spiritual reptiles, 
anti-missionary isms and prowling night 
owls, with all the accessories of the 
devil, of every name and form, would 
speedily vanish. When the light of 
heaven shines into our spiritual temples, 
when the Sun of Righteousness rises in 
our Christian lives, then the mists of 
darkness will rol! away and there shall 
be no night there. God’s will can then 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Let us then open wide the doors of our 
hearts and let the Savior come in and 
sup with us and we with him. 





Christian Pioneers and Their Work 








THE BEGINNING. 

O LAY his foundations deep and 
solid is a prime characteristic 
of a wise master-builder. If the 
foundation is strong the super- 
structure is likely to endure. If the 
foundation is weak the building is ever 
in peril of storms. To find the begin- 
ning, to discover the foundation of great 
institutions, to search for the old paths, 
to trace the great river to its source, to 
find the principles of thought and action 
on which great monuments rest, is 
worthy of the profoundest and wisest 
intellect. The “Disciples of Christ” hold 
a unique and important position among 
the great religious agencies of the cen- 
tury beginning about the year 1809. Their 
pioneers, the work they performed, and 
the foundation on which they builded 
are worthy of study; and the more so 
as those who were in any large degree 
contemporary with them and their work 
are rapidly passing away. The tendency 
to retrospection and historical narration 
is not merely a characteristic of old age 
or an accident of human decline; it is a 
beneficent arrangement of Divine Provi- 
dence. In all education experience ren- 
ders an important service, and for its 
teaching there is no substitute. “Thou 
shalt remember all the way in which the 
Lord thy God hath led thee;” “One gen- 
eration shall praise thy works to another 
and shall declare thy mighty acts;” 
“Wherefore I will not be negligent to 
put you always in remembrance of these 
things, though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth.” The 
past is thus brought forward into the 
present; the stream of tradition is kept 

running, and while the less valuable 

facts may be precipitated and left by 

the way the more important are borne 

along as materials for the continuous 

history of our race. Apart from this 

provision the annals of the world, sacred 

and secular, would have been far more 

meager and fragmentary than they are; 

and the hand of God in history would 

have been far less obvious than it now 

appears. Every generation completes a 

portion of history, and every generation 

should convey to its successor whatever 

is worthy of transmission. This is true 





with regard to communities, whether 
they be divinely appointed or mere- 
ly human associations. They all per- 


form a part in the world’s complicated 
machinery, and their combined acts con- 


tribute something to the world’s history. 
The actors in them are continually pass- 
ing away and new ones come forward to 
supply their places. It is well, therefore, 
for every form of organized society to 
pause occasionally and devote itself to a 
review of the past, recalling whatever of 
persons or events that may be worthy of 
recollection, and placing on permaent 
record as much of the gathered results 
as ought to be preserved. The succes- 
sive generations overlap one another in 
precisely the way to form a continuous 
channel for the traditionary current. 

The providential events which opened 
the way for the religious movement car- 
ried on by the “Disciples of Christ also 
brought influences to bear upon the 
minds of those who engaged in it at 
the beginning, that were adapted to kin- 
dle in their hearts a missionary spirit, 
enlighten them in regard to their duties 
and prompt them to evangelical enter- 
prise on a more comprehensive scale 
than any of their religious contempor- 
aries. From 1809 to 1849 were the tre- 
mendous battle days of the Disciples. 
The “Declaration and Address” prepared 
by the “acute, logical and scholarly mind 
of Thomas Campbell,” though uttered in 
words as calm as the peaceful sea, yet 
was like the rush of a hurricane in the 
effects which foliowed upon the great 
outlying religious world. Certain funda- 
mental principles were accepted as 
ground for action and along the lines 
marked out by them they began “the 
movement” which with rapidly increas- 
ing influence has continued to the pres- 
ent day. These fundamental principles 
are worthy of special consideration and 
to them attention is invited. 

F. M. Green. 
(To be continued.) 





The Livingston county convention will 
be held at Pontiac, Ill., Feb. 9-10. Ad- 
dresses, “The Utility of a County Conven- 
tion,” J. Fred Jones. “The Church in 
the School and the School in the 
Church,” O. L. Smith. “The Christian 
Endeavor as a Spiritual Factor,” R. Ir- 
win. Preachers’ conference, W. G. Mc- 
Colley. “The Up-to-Date Sunday School,” 
E. Litchfield. “The Up-to-Date Chris- 
tian Endeavor,” M. L. Pontius. “Living- 
stone as a Field for Work,” Will Ward. 
“The Up-to-Date Church,” I. R. Spencer. 
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ENTERPRISE. 
Charles Clayton Morrison. 
HE dignity of missions ultimate- 
ly rests upon the fact that it is 
God’s enterprise. The plan is 
his. The power that bears the 






enterprise forward is his gracious pur- 


pose. The goal is “that far-off divine 
event.” 

Yet God has taken man into partner- 
ship in this business, and we may de- 
scribe the work of missions in terms of 


human action as well as divine. Such a 


| description will show that the dignity 


of the enterprise consists in these two 
First, that its problem is the 
largest, most difficult and mast ultimate 
of which the human mind can be aware, 
and, secondly, that for the solution of 


» this: problem the enterprise lays under 
» tribute the highest and rarest talents of 
‘the best men of Christendom. 


A capital difficulty that the mission- 


' ary leader and teacher has to face is the 


“he 


fact that most adult people think of 
missions in terms of images which they 
formed when in the Sunday school. 
They have never got beyond the kin- 
dergarten stage of missionary thinking. 
The undertaking is, to their minds, a 
perfectly simple one, requiring nothing 
more than consecrated mediocrity to ex- 


ecute it. 


But if one thinks a second time about 
it he will see that the mere introduc- 
tion of the simple Gospel creates a thou- 
sand problems whose solution waits on 
the énlistment of the highest order of 
men, the ten talent men, whose powers 
are controlled by the spirit that was in 
Jesus. It is the glory of Christianity 
that it creates problems as well as 
solves them. Where it puts one ques- 
tion down it raises two. The presence 
of problems means progress, and Chris- 


. tianity means progress. 


It 1s Rot enough for us barely to pro- 


’ claim the Gospel to heathen people; we 


have got to plant the Kingdom of God 
in heathen civilization. And this sort 
of enterprise lays a tax upon not only 
millions of our wealth where we now 
give hundreds, but upon the flower of 
our Christian scholarship as well as the 
representatives of our Christian conse- 
eration. This work cannot be complete- 
ly done by second-rate men and women. 
It cannot be done by prayer, though it 
cannot be done without prayer. It de- 
mands that to prayer shall be added all 
the energy and intellectual genius which 
our Christian humanity can furnish. 
The task of translating the Scriptures, 
or such parts of them as best express 
the Gospel message, into the tongue of 
the heathen people is the first task 
which the missionary must undertake. 


Next to this, and of vastly greater diffi- 


culty, is the problem of interpreting 
Christianity in such a way that it shall 
mean something vital and real to the 
people. If the first task is the transla- 
tion.cf the literature, the second is the 





THE DIGNITY OF THE MISSIONARY 


secking to attain their point of view, 
seeing through their eyes, feeling what 
they feel, thinking by means of their 
set of ideas, careful always lest some 
external custom or habit of theirs be 
mis-read by his alien mind; and then, 
after he has mastered their view of life, 
it remains for him to state Jesus’ mes- 
sage in such terms as will meet the real 
need which he has found in their lives. 
Here, indeed, is a task requiring an in- 
tellectual insight of the utmost deli- 
cacy, for which none but a richly 
equipped mind is fully capable. 

Looking further, we see that practical 
social problems start up so soon as the 
Gospel begins to be accepted by individ- 
uals. As the number of converts in- 
creases these problems assume a more 
acute and impressive form. The con- 
tinued advance of Christianity depends 
upen the solution of some of them. The 
missionary has need at this point of a 
firm grasp of the principles of social or- 
dex. That young science of sociology 
which is commanding the interest of 
modern scholarship should be represent- 
ed in the person of the missionary, who, 
positively in the presence of a strained 
social situation, is able to at least treat 
it as a problem, and attack it as a man 
used to meeting problems. The mis- 
sionary must ultimately be a statesman, 
a man with large vision, reckoning in 
his thought and work with fundamental 
principles and world forces. 

Something like this is what the mis- 
sionary enterprise means. It calls for 
our largest men. No intellectual endow- 
ment or equipment is too great to be 
worthily spent upon the field of 
missions. The evangelization of the 
world is the civilization of the world. 
All the powers of human genius brought 
into play in the process of civilization 
are requisite in evangelization. And all 
the dignity attaching to the exercise of 
these noble powers at home attends 
their exercise in far-away lands if so be 
they have been humbly consecrated to 
God in the service of lost men, 





“GREATER THINGS THAN THESE.” 
John Ray Ewers. 

AST summer I listened with the 
keenest interest to that master- 
ly lecture of Chas. Cuthbert 
= Hall, in which he described the 
mpressions made upon him by his re 
cent tour of India and Japan. He gave 
as his most marked impression. the’ fact 
that Orientals give absolutely first place 
to religion. Upon his return to Ameri- 
ca he noted with chagrin how secondary 
a place we give to it. We are seeking 
our own profit and pleasure before the 
Kingdom of God. 

Think of it! Two-thirds of our peo- 
ple gave neither penny, prayer nor pleas- 
ant look to missions last year. We aver- 
aged seventeen cents per capita. Neith- 
er treasure nor heart is in missions. 

As Disciples we are loud in claims of 
superiority. But, what do we more than 
others? Jesus made fruit-bearing the 
test of discipleship. The Congregation- 








enty thousand more than all ‘the Disel 
ples-in the world gave. The Bpisco- 
palian Church of England is calling for 
500 new workers. The United Presby- 
teriane for 460, the Presbyterians North — 
for 214. We cannot hope for more than 
25. 

We may have a monopoly on apostolic 
letter; we certainly have not on apos- 
tolic spirit. What shall we call the man 
who insists on the strict interpretation 
of -bapidzo, and then gives tithes of 
mint, annise and cummin, .17 base a 
year, but a modern Pharisee? ; 

Call me a heretic if you will, but we 
must face the issue bravely. We are 
only playing at missions, our hearts are 
not touched. 

In Korea the other day a native Chris- 
tion voluntarily starved because he 
could not make a living without being 
dishonest. In America we observe self 
denial week. Go without olives, which 
we don’t like anyway, and give 17 cents 
to foreign missions: Stead makes 
America the world’s corn crib, wheat 
bin, cotton field, banker. Shall we not 
make it the world’s evangelist? . Shall 
we not make it a world power, because 
full of His power? 

Wrat do we need? This: A conver- 
sion of our hearts to missions. 

Now we are dependent upon external 
artificial agitation. We resort to clever 
schemes and artful appeals to extraut 
the sheckels. If the first Lord’s day in 
March is a fair one, if all is propitious-— 
something of an offering is received, 
otherwise we lose irretrievably. 

We pay for what we want. Are you in 
earnest about this business of missions? 

When Robert Speer was in China he 
was questioning a brilliant Oriental, 
seeking to expose the weaknesses and 
absurdities of his religien... The foreign- 
er answered courteously, and .- finally 
said, “Sir, you have askeed me many 
questions; may I ask you just one?" The 
request being granted, this was his ques- 
tion: 

“Tell me, are all the men who are 
Christians in your America, men of 
burning hearts?” 

Are they? 

Oh, tell me are all the members of 
our beloved brotherhood men of burn- 
ing hearts? 

Are they? 





THE GOSPEL POWER. 
Finis tdieman. 

AUL was a soldier. He made 
correct estimates of the strength 
of his enemy. He did-not fail 
to see that he “wrestled not 
against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against world rulers,” yet 
he could say that “I can do all things.” 
In the first chapter of his letter to the 
Romans he sees the deep damnation of 
the times, nor is he blind to the wisdom 
of Roman law, the philosophy of Greeee. 
But against all this he is eager to meas- 
ure the power of the gospel. ; 
Millions who have been won by this : 
matchless power since that time 
not be able to tell just wherein 































































































dan to Calvary—succoring the tempted, 
befriending the friendless, forgiving the 
erring. This is the greatest power 
known in the world to-day, just redeem- 
ing love. Yonder where armed guards 
on the prison walls do but embitter and 
harden the lives of the prisoners, the 
“Little Mother” goes unarmed, in self- 
sacrificing love, and prison walls are 


This is the power which first gave 
birth to foreign missions. It is the pow- 
er that constrains men and women 
whose lives seem the most prophetic of 
eminence here, to forsake all and over- 
top every barrier, undertake “scientific” 
impossibilities, until on sea or land 
there are none left who have not heard 
the story of Jesus. 

This is the power that is transforming 
the darkness into light on foreign 
shores. No people have yet been found, 
said Bishop~ Selwyn, whose moral or 
intellectual capacities are such that they 
could not be reached by that gospel of 
Christ. It cannot be resisted. No won- 
der, then, God could say, “My word 
shall not return unto me void.” 





RESULTS ARE ACCORDING TO FAITH 
Cc. M. Oliphant. 

URS is a missionary age. Its 

enthusiasm has not been equaled 

since the days of the apostles. 

Intelligent and devoted Chris- 

are giving themselves to the evan- 

gelization of the world. We sometimes 

wonder why the results have not been 

greater. We say that the. work of the 

past 100 years in foreign lands has been 

great, and more of the heathen people 

ought, by this time, to be the peculiar 
people of God. 

Many obstacles have been in the wiy 
and our faith has-been too weak to 
overcome them. Had our faith been 
stronger, greater would have been the 
results. There is a power granted to 
faith. The work of foreign missions 
lays a tremendous tax on faith, and 
faith is equal to its burden, for it puts 
omnipotence at man’s disposal. Where 
there has been great faith there have 
béen great results. The most wicked 
men, the most degraded tribes of men 
have been transformed by faith. The 
preaching of missionaries who had su- 
preme faith in the gospel has turned 
cannibals into citizens and savages into 
saints. Christian faith will regenerate 
the most debased and disordered condi- 
tions of human society. 

We have been too impatient. The 
divine order is, “First the blade, then the 
ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” 
We seem to have forgotten this, and 
have not considered the element of time. 
We allow the scholar time for his work, 
bat for the development of nations out 
of savagery into Christian civilization 
we are impatient. We have despaired 
because the whole world was not 
brought to Christ at once. By a succes- 
sion of labors the great mission of the 
church will be fulfilled. We must not 
fall out with God’s way of subduing the 
kingdoms of the world to himself, but 
patiently apply ourselves to our task, 
leaying our successors to take up the 
work where we leave off and carry it to 





And if they could or would do this, they 
would destroy that God-given individu- 
ality which belongs to each man or 
race of men. It is not the design of the 
gospel to destroy this individuality, but 
to sanctify it, thus making it serviceable 
to God and the race. Christianity can 
be established anywhere and it can re- 
construct, purify and elevate society. 
If we have true faith, if we are patient 
and willing to fall in with God’s way, 
if we comprehend the mission and de 
sign of the gospel to save men and to 
sanctify their peculiar individuality, and 
if we, as the Disciples of Christ, believe 
supremely in-our Christ, who commis- 
sioned his people to evangelize the 
whole world, we will increase our offer- 
ings at Iéast 20 per cent and the $250,- 
000 will be easily raised for foreign mis- 
sions. 





WHAT WE NEED TO-DAY. 
Marion Stevinson. 

“And they went forth and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with 
them.” 

AY the present-day church, 

Christian, missionary, as delib- 

erately say, the Lord is work- 

ing with me? Can we feel, as did 

ey, the futility of our own efforts with- 
out the working with us of the Lord? 

Of the labors of most of the apostles 
we know little. But one “labored more 
abundantly than they all,” and has also 
left us the fullest records of his life. 
Paul wrote two great missionary epis- 
tles. All the others exhausted them- 
selves with local affairs. These two deal 
with the great redemption of God in 
both its earthly and heavenly aspects. 
Writing to the Romans, Paul presents 
a power working in the world a conquest 
wider than that of the power of Caesar, 
for this power of God was to satisfy the 
whole groaning creation with the glory 
of the liberty of the sons of God. So 
this power leads man ofit of disobedi- 
ence through repentance into righteous- 
ness such as Abraham’s, by the justifica- 
tion of faith, into freedom from the do- 
minion of sin in baptism, out of the 
bondage of the law of sin through the 
law of life of the indwelling Spirit. 
This power of God keeps close to man 
on earth, it is evident visible, tangible. 

But in the epistle to the churches of 
Asia, as we have it in Ephesians, the 
process of redemption moves in a dif- 
ferent sphere. Here, too, the power of 
God works out a great purpose of God. 
But it is in the sphere of the heaven- 
lies. Here we sit with him and see the 
power of God fill all with the fullness 
of God. To know the power that works 
with the missionary we must know this 
revealed mystery of the epistle to the 
Ephesians. 

First of all, the exalted Christ and 
our fellowship with him in the heaven- 
lies must become the fundamental fact 
of our religious experience. Then we 
must see the great purpose of God in 
him, a commonwealth bearing covenants 
of a promise to all men. Then we must 
have the strength of the Spirit and in- 
dwelling Christ, our very being drawn 
from the love of God in which we are 
rooted, to lay hold with all the saints 
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such love that enabled Paul te do 
ceeding abundantly above all that other- 
wise he could have asked or thought. — 

It is what we need today. In this 
strenuous power of the exalted Lord 
our brethren on the field work to-day. 





The foreign missionary rally at 
Jackson Boulevard church impressed 
as being a most remarkable success. ~ I 
am sure I never attended a one-day 
sion of its kind in which the enthusiasm 
induced by fervent prayers, concise, fer- 
vid speeches and interest reached the 
high pitch of that gathering. Bro. M 
Lean was right in saying that in certain 
respects it equaled, if it did not excel, 
a great national convention. ,The ad- 
dresses were sufficiently short in each, 
instance to require the speaker to 
once reach the kernel of his subjec 
action in missions. Yet they were long 
enough to set forth, and to reiterate 
with much power, the average indiffer 
ence of the brotherhood to current re- 
ligiouws progress, as compared with that 
of other people, and even with the re 
ligiousness of those in the Orient where 
false systems prevail. They likewise suf- 
ficed to show the shame of a people who 
profess to stand closest to the original 
missionariés, Christ and the apostles, 
who gladly gave their lives to the cause, 
while we, out of our abundance and our 
prosperity and our luxury, last year 
spared but a paltry 17 cents apiece on 
an average for world-wide missions. No 
wonder Missionary Wharton in his | 
thrilling talk turned to President Me 
Lean and said he had rather go back to 
India with its ignorance, its poverty, its 















idols, its smallpox and deadly reptiles, * 


than to occupy the shoes of the president 
here, dealing and pleading and prodding 
a people, vast in numbers, but so amaz 
ingly indifferent, not to say niggardly, 
when it comes to action in sending the 
gospel to all the world. 

ELIAS A. LONG. 





The F. C. M. S.-rally at the Jackson 
Boulevard church was in all respects 
the most successful and inspiring mis- 
sionary meeting I have ever attended. 

The addresses were uniformly good. 
They were carefully prepared, eloquent 
ly delivered, very ‘practical in their 
bearings and thoroughly loyal and up 
to date in every way. To méntion any 
special address would seem to be avieb 
ous, for all were equally effective. 

May the enthusiasm and earnestness, 
so manifest at this rally, be prophetic 
of a greater interest and a more gener- 
ous response for the year 1904! 


ples. LLOYD DARSIE. 





tithes and giving systematically, so that — 
the Lord’s work should not suffer. Most” 
Christians give what-is left after they 
have used what they think they must 
have, instead of setting aside the Lord’s 
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Ghe PRAYER - MEETING 


By SILAS JONES 
























PREVAILING PRAYER 
opic Jan. 19-22: Gen. 32:24-28; 
5:13-18. 

Definite Prayer. 

RAYER and work are alike in 
this; both must be directed 
toward some definite end. The 
successful worker knows what 
@ wants and he takes the shortest route 
it. Petitiong that reach the throne 
bf grace come from hearts that have 
early defined desires. There is con- 
jousness of sin and longing for for- 
veness. The suppliant has measured 
he strength of the temptations to which 
he is constantly exposed. He has tasted 
the bitter end the sweet of life and he 
has gained some knowledge of what is 
worth seeking. He comes before God to 
ask for wisdom and grace for particular 
re situations. He does not therefore pray 
af- for taings in general. 


Jas. 


ho Fervent Prayer. 

ial Let us not mistake noise for fervor. 
s, Noise may result from fervor; it has 
2, doubtless been in many instances a gen- 


ar ulne expression of intense feeling. It 
has also been used frequently to stir 
the emotions to excess. Fervor is not 
lawless, it seeks expression in helpful 
ways. Fervent prayer is the petition of 
a soul whose loyalty to its highest ideals 
has been set on fire. It will have the 
best. _ It will not admit doubt as to the 
possibility of attaining the highest good. 
The solicitations of evil only increase 
its appreciation of the good. The neces- 
sity of the Divine blessing is very real 
| to such a soul. To it life without the 
a approval and guidance of God is not life. 
When you hear a fervent paryer you do 
not ask what the man means. You know 
what he means. You know he has a 
| reason for praying, that he is not speak- 
} ing merely for the ears of men. 
Persistent Prayer. 

Jacob’s character had serious defects, 
but it had one excellence which we may 
wish to possess, and that was persist- 
ence. He never knew when he was de 
feated. To the mysterious messenger 
with whom he wrestled he said: “I will 
not let.thee go, except thou bless me.” 
And the blessing was bestowed upon 
him. Three times in Gethsemane our 
Lord made the same petition. Before he 
chose the twelve, “he continued _all night 
in prayer to God.” At no time in his 
life does he seem to have felt that he 
could be long without prayer. His ex- 

, ample teaches that men “ought always to 
pray, and not-to faint.”. It may be 
asked why our requests are not grant- 
ed more promptly.’ The only sufficient 
answer is that God understands us bet- 
ter than we understand ourselves. The 
Diessings of God are spiritual.. The 
‘things of the Spirit cannot be given to 
those who are not prepared for them. 
In a very important sense we must win 
them... Prayer is one of the disciplines 
which men are made fit to receive 
Spirit. It is not therefore a hard- 
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The Prayer of Enlightenment. 

It is vain to ask God to give us what 
itis not his will to give. Hence the re- 
vealed will of God must be studied in 
order that we may be able to offer ac 
ceptable prayer. Bible study and pray: 
er should go together. The church that 
would obtain the favor of God must give 
attention to study. A membership well 
instructed in the Scriptures is a condi- 
tion of the successful devotional serv- 
ice. Our study of the Bible will be most 
profitable when to it is added the study 
of what men who believe the Bible are 
now doing for the redemption of the 
world. He is a poor student of God’s 
revelation who looks to the past for all 
the mighty works of God. And what 
sort of prayer will he offer? It will not 
be the prayer of the enlightened mind. 
Further, only the doer knows. It is not 
worth while to collect the facts of Bible 
history and of modern missions unless 
the facts are used to increase activity. 
He prays best who thinks most clearly 
and works most earnestly. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


By CHARLES BLANCHARD 














HOW MAY |! OVERCOME TEMPTA- 
TION? 

Topic Jan. 14: 1 Cor. 10:12, 18; Heb... 
4:14-16. 


Presumption is the father of most of 
our follies, and the fruitful source of 
many of our sins. Especially is this 
true with young life. We do not realize 
our danger. We fancy our strength suf- 
ficient or fail to measure the force of 
evil influences. We pride ourselves in 
our ignorance, or in our self-sufficiency. 
Just as children rush into physical dan- 
ger, heedlessly and needlessly, so we put 
ourselves into places of temptation and 
suddenly find ourselves in the “swing” 
or “swim” of fashionable follies, and are 
swept along by the swirling eddies of 
evil into the great Niagara of night and 
deep darkness of doubt; down, down into 
despair and destruction! 

Many of us who think we are strong, 
when swift trial comes upon us, find to 
ourselves that we are pitifully weak and 
utterly unworthy. The simple fact is 
that no one is strong in himself. “Souls 
are not strong left standing alone.” We 
need the divine strength. We need hu- 
man sympathy. We need to know our 
weakness, in humility, to recognize our 
need of repentance and forgiveness and 
guidance. But we need to know, with 
Paul and with all great, victorious souls, 
the source of all power. “I can do all 
things through Jesus Christ, who 
strengthened me.” It is this sense of 
the Divine sufficiency that brings assur- 
ance and triumph. “My grace is suffi- 
cient for thee, for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” Something of this 
“joy of the Lord” is the strength of all 
supreme souls. It is only as we joy in 
him, accepting of his grace, freely, fully, 
casting all our care upon him, that we 
come to know the secret of his presence 
and of his power to save. 

It was in prayer thow"Paul was 
a assurance of 
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all-abounding and all-sufficient grace. 
And this great fact of prayer as a factor 
in the overcoming life is further 
emphasized in the beautiful revelation 
in Hebrews 4:15, 16. 

Nor should we pray for’ self alone. 
The mightiest prayers are those that 
rise from ourselves on behalf of others, 
A patietic- illustration is that told in 
Mrs. Ballington Booth’s recent volume, 
“After Prison—What?” in which a crim- 
inal uf the worst type was won to a 
higher life by the love of Christ as 
shown forth in this saintly woman. 

When the news came of Mrs. Booth’s 
dangerous illness, her “boy” found a 
new motive for his battle. “I am try- 
ing very hard to be good these days,” he 
wrote, “because it says that the prayers 
of the righteous avail much, and I do 
want my prayers to help in making the 
Little Mother well.” It was the highest 
motive that had ever touched his life, 
and it led him to his Master. 

It is now five years since he left 
prison. Today the man to whom neo 
prison official thought an honest life pos- 
sible is assistant superintendent in a 
large industry, and the owner of a happy 
home. Three years ago a detective who 
had several times arrested him talked 
with him without the least suspicion of 
his identity, so transformed was he by 
his new life. ° 

She is giving her glorious life in the 
neglected work of reforming prisoners 
and providing for their employment and 
welfare after leaving the prison’ walls. 
She is known among them as “Little 
Mother.” 
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JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH. 














Golden Text: John 1:11. He Came Unto 
His Own and His Own Received Him 
Not. Lesson: Luke 4:16-30. 


OME important events transpired 

in the life of Christ following 
his temptation and _ preceding 
his rejection at Nazareth, which 
d not be overlooked. (See John 1:4; 
Luke 3: 19, 20; 4:14,15, and parallel 
passages.) That disciple whom Jesus 
loved alone gives us an account of his 
early Judean ministry. Having returned 
to Galilee he again passed through Cana, 
where he turned the water into wine. 
This time he heals the nobleman’s son. 
He had been away from Nazareth, where 
he passed the greater part of his life, 
for some time, having already taken 
up his residence in Capernaum. His 
fame had begun to spread abroad, He 
now comes back to the obscure and de- 
spised Nazareth. Here he had lived as 
a boy and had worked at the carpenter 
bench. 

He is now no longer the carpenter. 
The. budding consciousness of his divine 
mission has now become full blown. 
There was nothing strange in his going 
to the synagogue and reading the lesson 
of the day. (Isa., 61:1;2.) We may be 
certain that he always attended the sym | 
(Continued on page 40.) 
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Sible ‘Study Union. 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 17: JACOB'S 
FLIGHT TO HARAN. 


His Dishonorable Conduct Toward Esau. 

Scripture Section, Gen. 25: 19—28:22. 

1. Historical Notes. 
BY DEAN FRANK K. SANDERS, D. D 
(Yale University.) 

The Skill of Biblical Biographers. 

It has been well said by a distin- 
guished Biblical scholar that there is in 
the historical writings a wealth of beau- 
ty and religious instruction for those 
students who approach them with the 
higher appreciation and insight ag those 
who are trained to study the historian’s 
art of representation, to seek for the 
motive which may have led him to select 
and arrange his data as we find them 
and to interpret his production as a 
natural whole and from the writer’s 
point of view. Such students find the 
patriarchal narratives fascinating, and, 
above all others, the story of Jacob. It 
fliustrates what Prof. Moulton aptly 
terms the “epic” element in the histori- 
cal narratives of the Old Testament, by 
which he means the elemcr! added by 
the constructive: imagination of a rev- 
erent writer, the element which Stimu- 
lates into activity the reader’s own 
power of vivid realization of an age or 
an episode or a character. A skillful 
historian suggests far more than he 
gays. He sketches outlines which his 
readers fill in. Only as they seek to in- 
terpret his narrative from his own stand- 
point and with friendly enthusiasm do 
they receive his real message. 

dacob a Prototype of the People of 

israel. 

The story of Jacob is a study of char 
acter, portrayed with great skill in pic 
turesque detail. The writer .without 
doubt believed what he was describing 
an actual personality, and yet his chief 
interest did not lie in the historical situ- 
ation in which Jacob played a part, but 
in the descritpion of Jacob as a spir- 
itual type, a nature rescued by whole 
some discipline from its lower self and 
aided to struggle up to self-mastery and 
power. 

It has been frequently noted that the 
portrait of Jacob thus produced is a 
lifelike personification of the typical son 
of Israei, only heightened by the inci- 
dental contrast with the portraiture of 
Bsau. Both in the qualities which repel 
us and in the nobler gifts of which he 
gave ample evidence, he represents the 
race. Jacob is drawn to the life. With 
mo other portrait in Scripture, unless it 
be that of Peter, do we feel more at 
home. From few others do we derive as 
much help. Jacob's selfishness, shrewd- 
ness, cunning and deceitfulness were but 
the earlier manifestations of a nature of 
great native force wholly absorbed in 
itself. There are many such men to-day, 
and they are not beyond reclamation. 

Light on Early Conditions. 

The story of Jacob up to his experi- 
ence at Beth-el is full of interesting re- 
minders of the social and religious 
ideas cf that early age. The inviolability 
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memorial raise take the reader back 
to the days of simplicity. 





ll. Explanatory Notes. 
By Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, D. D., 
Northfield, Mass. 
Jacob’s Character a Perplexing Probiem. 

There is much to perplex us in the 
story of Jacob’s life. He stands forth in 
those first years as the antithesis of 
Abraham. Indeed, there is more to re 
mind us of Lot in his selfishness than of 
the founder of Israel in his faith. It is 
impossible in the early stages of Jacob’s 
career to discover the “absolute loyalty” 
upon which God alone could make a 
great nation, and through which to bless 
all the families of the earth. -The man 
stands out apparently destitute of the 
faith which expresses itself in ability 
to wait and determination to obey. He 
was consumed by the meanest ambitions 
and a stranger to brotherly love. 

The faithfulness of God, however, 
cannot suffer change by the faithless- 
ness of man; and the story of Jacob’s 
life emphasizes Jehovah's faithfulness to 
his covenant with Abraham. God’s word 
eannot be broken and his purpose can- 
not be changed; but ungodly schemes, 
like the hope of the ungodly, must per- 
ish. This story vindicates this truth. 
God is not compromised. He cannot be 
mocked. He works; and who can pre 
vent? 

Speaking in purely human terms, we 
should say that in the two sons of Isaac 
the Almighty was face to face with a 
terrible difficulty. Neither of them was 
in himself admirable or trustworthy. 
Of the two, Jehovah chose Jacob. The 
reason for this choice lay in the divine 
foreknowledge of the character of these 
two men. In that knowledge not only 
are their present characteristics meas- 
ured, but their possible developments; 
and when put into contrast with each 
other, notwithstanding all the meanness 
of Jacob, there can be no question of his 
superiority to Esau, concerning whom 
the New Testament in one flaming char- 
acterization tells the whole story: that 
“profane person” (Heb. 12:16). This 
much needs to be said, but no more, as 
our subject is not a comparison of the 
men, but a consideration of Jacob. 
Jacob’s Dishonorable Treatment of Esau. 

The present lesson, dealing as it does 
with his dishonorable treatment of Esau, 
reveals the character of the man with 
great clearness. He believed in God, 
and in the divine purpose of blessing. 
He moreover accepted the divine method 
of separating a people from the cor- 
rupt nations, and did not violate the 
covenant by intermarriage with such as 
did Esau. 

His confidence, however, was not that 
of the simple and obedient trust of 
Abraham. Jacob acted as though it 
were necessary for him by diplomacy 
and duplicity to help forward the divine 
purpose. of blessing. He was a great 
opportunist, and with his eye fixed on 
and his heart desiring the issues in har- 
mony with the declared purpose of Je- 
hovah, he attempted by cunning and 
policy to hasten results. 

While the animalized character of 
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with his mother, methods that ¢ 
verted the whole genius of godl 
in the deceit he practiced upon his 
er to obtain possession of his 

The story stands unparalleled for 
plicity. Motherhood and brothe: 
were dishonored and the anger of 
justly kindled. 

We should ever be careful to 
that these methods did not help fe : 
but rather hindered and retarded — 
fulfillment of the divine purpose. 
exile from home for at least t 
years with all the bitter experiences” 
a distant land was the harvest 
he reaped. : 

When man in self-centered fp 
thinks that he is equal to helping 
ward the purposes of God he is 
preparing for himsélf experiences o 
sorrow and pain, and postponing ra 
than hastening the accomplishment o! 
divine purpose. 

God’s Way the Best Way. 

Man cannot force the hand of God. 
There is no short cut to the attainme: 
of Jehovah’s purpose that man can dis- 
cover. God’s way, however ~ dark, is 
best. Many bear witness that ho r 
dark the path ordered by the Lord may 
seem to be, it is bright compared wif 
that into which pride leads astray. 
There is need for the prayer, “Thy way, 
not mjne, O Lord.” 

God's appearance to Jacob on his way 
to the land of Lahan is a radiant 
lation of the divine faithfulness and 
termination to fulfill his purpose in 
of all human failure. What God me 
to do comes to pass. 

In this we find consolation. Our ho 
in the promise of blessing and faith 
the purpose of the Lord are maintained 
not by our own strength and fidelity, but 
by the fact that he cannot fail, tor his 
word abideth forever. 





THE BIBLE SCHOOL. 
(Continued from page 39.) 


‘agogue service on the Sabbath (Satur- 


day). But the astonishing thing was. 
that he should make the lesson apply to 
himself, that this prophecy uttered more 
than five centuries before should find its 
complete fulfillment in this one whom 
they all knew. All attention was fixed 
upon him. They were surprised 
the ease with which he spoke. 

The very quizzical attitude with 
which they approached him made it. 
cult if rot impossible for him to meet 
their expectations. He reminds them” 
that in former days God’s gracious provi-* 
dence was manifested not to those of 
proud hearts and Jewish descent, but to” 
the foreigners and the Samaritans. wie. 
this they were greatly angered. 
felt that they had been insulted. 
true oriental characteristics they pre 
pared to put him out of the way. His 
time had not yet come. He showed | a- 
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Il. 


- UNICE HERENDEAN left the ve- _ 


] randa and strolled out into the 
“@ pine woods near the house in 

hex search of her father and sister. 
bie was stung in the very inner core 
bf her young nature by the cool ignoring 
patronizing indifference which she 
had met. It was a new sensation to her 
6 be set aside entirely in the small 
umber of guests at Whippany, as if 
he were too insignificant to be even 
bbserved. She resented the manner of 
he new set hotly; but beneath all her 
resentment lay a wistful admiration 
vhich was in itself the secret of her 
i. Something within her confessed 
hat she would not have craved their no- 
tice and interest as she did if they had 
cked the peculiar exclusiveness, the 
ronfident authority with which they had 

et up their dominion in Whippany. 

Eunice felt, but could not define, the 
convincing ascendency which fascinated 
while it angered her. “To be sure that 
you are the best of anybody, that must 


men 
1 dis- yee What can make people like that,” she 


k, -is 
re 
may 
tray 
way, 
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said to herself as she walked on, “and 
we have always been taught to think 
others better and wiser than we. | like 
heir way far better. I wish I had been 
brought up like those girls. I hate feel- 
ing meek and inferior and bashful. It is 

eadful to be a Friend, anyway! How 
those people must laugh at us if they 


‘ever think of us at all.” 


By this time Eunice had reached the 
hammock in the deep shade of the pines, 

here her father was taking a quiet nap. 
Mary Herendean held up a warnifig fin- 
ger as Eunice approached. 

“Where. has thee been all this time, 
farling?” she asked fondly, as her sister 

i into a comfortable reclining posi- 
fon on the smooth pine needies at her 
‘side. 

“I have been on the veranda hearing 
those Barringer people talk,” was the 
reply. 

A shade crossed Mary’s face. She had 
fair hair and gray, luminous eyes, pos- 
sessed of a direct and thoughtful gaze; 
her face and her whole bearing had the 
characteristic quiet and repose which 
is Often seen in women of her sect. She 
was not pretty like Eunice, but there 
was a deeper harmony in her face. They 

step-sisters, and Mary was 1.40 
ler by five years. 
'’“Did they seem to want to know thee 
and talk with thee?” she asked. 
“Bunice flushed deeply. 
“No, not at all,” she said briefly. 
“I should not care to hover about a 


company of people like that, who felt no 


in me,” Mary said; 


meeting, and had ‘business of great 
weight’ in another, and ‘solemn religious 
opportunities’ everywhere. I know it all 
by heart already, and I am so tired, 
Mary, of never having any fun.” And 
there was a little trembling of Eunice’s 
pretty mouth, and her eyes darkened 
with tears. 

Mary put her arm around her dnd 
kissed her with motherly gentleness. 

“S@®sorry for my little girl,” she said; 
“let’s go and have some tennis while 
father takes his nap.” 

“We can't,” said Eunice, her tears 
flowing freely under Mary’s petting. 
‘Those horrid people have got the court. 
They have taken possession of every- 
thing. I wish we could go away from 
Whippany. I almost hate the place now. 
We don’t belong anywhere, and it used 
to be all ours.” 

Mary’s face was grave, and she made 
no reply. 

“What are those people, anyway?” Eu- 
nice asked petulantly. “Are those nuns 
Catholics? I don’t understand anything 
about it.” 

“They all belong to the Episcopal com- 
munion, I am sure. Sister Bertha and 
Sister Elizabeth came from a Coalport 
Episcopal sisterhood. I have seen women 
of their order often among the tenement 
house people down in the lower part of 
town.” 

“What do they do?” 

“Oh, they help the women with their 
sewing and the children, and take care 
of the sick and all that.” 

“Why aren’t they good, then?” 

“They are good and devoted and they 
do a great deal of good, but I should like 
it better if they did not wear that cos- 
tume. There seems a certain assump- 
tion and self-consciousness in it.” 

“Why any more than in Friends’ cos- 
tume? I don’t see that it is any worse 
to wear black gowns and black scoop 
bonnets as they do than to wear drab 
and brown ones as Huldah Mott ard De- 
borah Longstreth do! They are all ugly 
enough.” 

“I don’t think it is really different, es- 
sentially,” answered Mary, musingly. “I 
almost wonder if our society may not 
have missed the great truth of inner 
simplicity by clinging so hard to out- 
ward plainness.” . 

“Then isn’t thee a Friend, really, in 
thy heart, Mary?” asked Eunice, sitting 
up with sudden energy, and clasping her 
knees. 

Mary shook her head with a smile 
which gave a peculiar radiance to her 
face. 

“f am not anything else, at least. Of 
course, all Christians are agreed on the 
essential truths, but I do not know if I 
could find, anywhere, in all the different 
confessions and communions, the spirit 
I most long for.” 

“What spirit, Mary?” 

“Tt is clear to me,” Mary answered 
slowly, “but I hardly know how to de 
scribe it. But above all it must mean 
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ean't ‘tell thee all I mean in this. 
goes far afd away beydénd what one 
sees on the surface of it,” and as she 
spoke Mary’s face kindled with the sense 
of things too great for words, 

Then after a little pause she added 
under her breath: 

“It is after all, only trying to be as 
He was, in the world.” 

“And then what else?” asked Eunice, 
her dark eyes fixed on her sister’s face, 

It Was an unusual occurrence for Eu- 
nice to show interest in subjects like 
this, and Mary smiled a little, as she 
replied: 

“Freedom next. That is another ne- 
cessity to me. That is one thing which 
makes me not quite a Friend, and not 
quite a good many other things which 
people run into so hard just now. I 
spoke of simplicity to begin with. Those 
are my cardinal points, little sister. Does 
thee agree with them? Thee quite 
makes me think of Elizabeth Fry, this 
morning, writing in her journal when 
she was a girl, ‘I do not know if I shall 
not soon be rather religious.’” 

The sisters laughed together, and Hu- 
nice said: 

“It might really come to pass. But, 
Mary, I fancy then that even if we were- 
n’t Friends, thee wouldn’t go in for altar 
cloths and a Jot of things I heard those 
people talking about. They said this 
‘Father Norman,’ as they call him, was 
going to hold mass over in Torridge next 
First Day. I knew our maids at home 
went to mass, but I never supposed peo- 
ple like the Barringers did.” 

“It sounds strangely enough for Prot- 
estants, doesn’t it?” 

“Oh, Mary,” exclaimed Eunice with a 
sudden thought, “why can’t we go over 
to Torridge on First Day to church, and 
see what their ‘mass’ is like? Facher 
wouldn't mind, would he, just for once? 
It would be so new, and I am so curious 
about it.” 

“I am sorry, Eunice, but we really 
can’t possibly. _ It would not do to leave 
father alone so long; he is very feeble 
lately, and I have promised to go and 
be with the Lewises.” Mary’s face had 
grown suddenly grave, and she con- 
tinued: “The doctor is to come over that 
morning from Concord for the operation. 
It is such a heavy anxiety for them, 
thee knows, dear; poor Mrs. Lewis is 
quite likely not to live through it.” 

Eunice’s face clouded. 

“I don’t see why thee should have to~ 
go through such dreadful scenes. Those 
poor creatures in South Whippany al- 
ways seem to fancy thee has nothing to 
do but just shoulder all their burdens. 
I think father and I ought to have a 
little consideration,” and Eunice pouted. 

Mary looked at her as if puzzled. 

“Don’t ever talk in that fashion to 
pecple who don’t know thee, dear. They 
would think thee selfish and heartless,” 

“And perhaps I am,” said Eunice care- 
lessly, and rising as she spoke. ‘How 
long father sleeps. I am going back to 
the house now,” and turning she passed 
slowly between the straight and stately 
tree trunks, stooping now and then as 
she went to gather a wild strawberry 
still left upon its tiny, swaying stem. ~ 

The wood was dim and dusky, even at 
this hour, and the slender figure in ‘its 
straight white gown gliding 
from tree to tree over the smooth 
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had left it 
straight line to the inn, for the sun was 
high and the heat growing oppressive. 

The path which this man was taking 
and the irregular line of Eunice’s prog- 
ress converged, but it was not until they 
were a few feet apart that the young girl 
Was aware that she was not alone. Lift- 
ing her eyes she saw a figure in the 
dress of an Anglican priest; an austere 
face, clear cut and refined, though some- 
what worn, and with eyes haunted by a 
singular brooding melancholy. 

Surprised and confused, Eunice stopped 
and with clasped hands dropped before 
her glanced up shyly, a faing color rising 
to her cheeks. The man’s eyes met hers 
with a swift, serious glance, and remov- 
ing his hat with a gesture of almost rev- 
erent courtesy he bowed, and passed on 
through the wood. It was Father Nor- 
man. 

Bunice stood a little space where he 
had left her, her heart beating incredibly 
loud, and a strange, exultant thrill run- 
ning through all her blood. Young as 
she was she was woman enough to per- 
ceive that he had done homage in his 
salutation not alone to her womanhood 
but to her beauty. 


IV. 

tt was Saturday night. Some friends 
of the Barringers had come to the inn 
from a neighboring hotel, and there was 
dancing in the wide hall and in the 
rooms adjoining. 

On the veranda the rector of St. Cuth- 
bert’s paced back and forth alone, ap 
parently deep in thought. In his round 
of the veranda, which inclosed the house 
on three sides, he passed and repassed 
at intervals a lonely little figure sitting 
close to an open casement window, with 
head thrown back against the window 
frame. The bright light within struck 
full upon the profile, bringing out the 
soft curve of the uplifted chin and slen- 
der white throat. There was an uncon- 
scious, wistful pensiveness in the mouth 
and in the great dark eyes as they 
watched the gayety within which were 
not wholly lost upon Father Norman, 
scant notice as he seemed to take of the 
girlish figure. 

Eunice Herendean's nature was full of 
tumultuous restlessness just now, and 
her inner life was undergoing a deep up- 
heaval. But her Quaker habit and breed- 
ing held all this outwardly under com- 
mand, and her attitudes and expressions 
still possessed the charm of a child-like 
repose. 

A statue could hardly have been stiller, 
thought Father Norman, than that lovely 
shape, thrown in its white purity of face 
and dress against the outer darkness. 
Her hands lay motionless in her lap; 
nothing moved about her, save the-soft, 
dark hair, which the wind now and then 
stirred above her forehead. A fancy 
strayed through Father Norman’s mind 
that the dancers in the rooms beyond, 
flushed and heated and gayly dressed, 
were like a motley bed of common gar- 
den. flowers, beside a dainty wild flower 
he had seen apart in shady woods some- 

and white after a spring 


a quaint old place, though—Miss 
Barrington really liked it, for once, in a 
way; they should go to the profile next 
year. 

Qn the next round they were speak- 
ing of the expedition to Torridge to the 
church service next morning. Miss Bar- 
ringer was determined to walk. Tor- 
ridge was only five miles distant, but all 
the others would drive over, except 
Father Norman and Tom Ripley, who 
would go early; of course she could not 
go with them. When they had gassed 
Eunice, Tom Ripley exclaimed on a sud- 
den impulse: 

“Why don’t you ask that little Quaker 
girl to walk over with you? She would 
do it in a minute, I'll venture to say. 
You ought to see her and her sister 
play tennis. They are great kt all such 
things, and a little matter of five miles 
wouldn’t bother her a bit.” 

The result of this suggestion appeared 
in the fact that on the return Miss Bar- 
ringer stopped by Eunice’s window, and 
remarked casually: 

“I have not seen your father in the 
dining room for a day or two, I think. 
He is not ill, is he, Miss Herendean?” 

Eunice looked up in great surprise. It 
was the first time since their arrival that 
one of “the new people” had voluntarily 
addressed her. She replied with a cer- 
tain dignity which became her that her 
father had not been so well as usual for 
several days. 

“How perfectly devoted your sister is 
to him,” was Miss Barringer’s next re- 
mark. “We all think she is just fine.” 

This observation gave Eunice a curi- 
ous little pain, but she responded with 
suitable acquiescence. 

There was further talk, somewhat aim- 
less and unimportant, and then Miss 
Barringer quite incidentally mentioned 
that there was to be a little service in 
the village church at Torridge in the 
morning, and she had wondered if Miss 
Eunice Herendean would not perhaps 
like to walk over with her. The service, 
she was sure, would be very lovely, quite 
simple of course, being in a country 
church, but Father Norman always gave 
such a beautiful quality to every service, 
and the walk would be charming if one 
were a good walker. 

For an instant Eunice had a swimming 
sensation before her eyes as excitement 
and surprise grew great within her. 

“It would be a lovely walk,” she said 
with hesitancy, the thought striking cold- 
ly through her exaltation, of her father’s 
helplessness and of Mary’s promise to 
be with Mrs. Lewis in her time of need. 

“Oh, you must really go, Miss Eunice,” 
said Tom Ripley, with cordial encourage 
ment. “I know you will like the service 
immensely; there’s going to be a lovely 
Gloria.” 

The very fact that she understood but 
vaguely what he meant by the Gloria 
completed the conquest of Eunice. She 
felt this to be her opportunity. Now at 
last her time was come to associate with 
“the Barringers”’ on equal terms, and to 
penetrate into the mystery of their re- 
ligious practices, a subject which had 
become day by day more fascinating to 
her by the quality of exclusiveness and 


sister Mary, will frown upon her, but 
reality it is only common kindness 
take some notice of the child. Have 
seen how pitiful and forlorn she 
all the while?” 

Tom Ripley started to say that he 
noticed to-night how very lovely 
loaked, but being versed in the 
of good society he forebore. 

(To be continued.) 





Un the first of January, 1904, 
Board of Church Extension had fp 
the $400,000 mark, there being $400,638) 
in the fund. The above amount do 
not include the Sarah A. Holman prop 
erty at Peoria, Ill, which was -repo! 
two weeks ago, and from which 
board expects to realize from eight 
ten thousand dollars. The board alsd 
has real estate in Bowling Green, Ohia 
worth from $2,500 to $3,000. hi 
items will not be counted in until th 
sale of the property. It will-be remem 
bered that the board is seeking to . 
a half million by 1905. The brotherhoo 
will be pleased to know that the fow 
hundred thousand dollar mark whic! 
was to be reached by the close of ) 
was passed by over five hundred do 





It is the greatest of all mistakes to do 
nothing because you can only do lit 
Do what you can. 





GIVES “GO.” 
Food That Carries One Along. 


It’s nice to know of food that not onl) 
tastes delicious, but that puts the sna 
and go into one and supplies sta 
power for the day. 

A woman says: “I have taken enough 
medicine in my time to furnish a 4 
store, but in later and wiser years I hay 
taken none but have depended for 
health I now enjoy on suitable and 
taining food, of which I keep on hand 
tested variety, plain but nourishing. 

“Of these my main dependence is 
Grape-Nuts, especially if I have before 
me a day of unusual effort either mental 
or physical. In this case I fortify my- 
self the first thing in the morning with} 
about four teaspoonfuls of Grape-Nuts 
moistened with cream and not much, 
else for breakfast and the amount of/ 
work I can then carry through success-/ 
fully without fatigue or exhaustion is a) 
wonder to those about me and even to’ 
myself. 

“Grape-Nuts food is certainly a won- 
derful strengthener and is not a stimu-| 
lant, for there is no reaction afterwards, | 
but it is sustaining and strengthening, | 
as I have proved by long experience.” 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, | 
Mich. mm) 

There’s a reason four teaspoonfuls of 
Grape-Nuts and cream will add more 
strength and carry one further than a 
plateful of coarse heavy food that is 

Grape-Nuts food 


nearly all waste. 
condensed, pre-digested and pry 
It contains the parts of the wheat 4 
barley graias that supply the rebuildinr 
parts for brain and nerve centers. 


Look in each package for a copy o 
the famous little book, “The Road 


*. 
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Jesus Shines In. 

A poor lame girl was kept all the time 
in her room. It was a poor, dark room, 
where the sun never shone in. 

A visitor once said: “You never have 
any sun here, do you?” 

“Oh,” she said, “my Sun comes in at 
every window, and even through the 
cracks.” 

The visitor looked surprised. Then 
the lame girl added, ‘I mean the Sun of 
Righteousness. He shines here, and 
makes everything shine so bright.” 

Does Jesus shine in your heart and 
home? If he does, I am sure there are 
love and peace there.—Olive Plants. 
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Open or Shut. 

The French have a proverb, as shrewd 
as most French sayings are, “A door 
must be either open or’shut.” At first, 
this appears so entirely self-evident that 
we wonder why it is called a proverb 
at all. But when we apply it to life, 
where proverbs belong, we begin to see 
what it means and to appreciate its 
subtle wisdom. 

Take temptation, for instance, and our 
attitude toward it. Is the door ever actu- 
ally shut toward a temptation to ‘our be- 
setting sin? It may be almost shut— 
there is, perhaps, only a crack left. Yet 
that is quite enough. For all practical 
purposes, the door is open, and Satan 
knows it. No temptation wastes its time 
hanging round before a close-shut door. 
We may slam the door hard and then let 
it oper again on a crack. That is a com- 
mon trick of doors, the world over. 
There—that’s shut!” we say decidedly; 
but after all, it is not shut—it is open. 

Or take the acceptance of Christ. We 
may say that we are going to open the 
door to him after a while ,or that we will 
do so as soon as we are quite convinced 
of his claims, or when we have set our 
souls a little more in order for his com- 
ing. But meanwhile—the door stays 
shut. Christ waits outside, and we let 
him wait. If, in the end, he leaves us to 
ourselves, is it any use to say that we 
always meant to open the door? The 
Judgment Day will only take account of 
the fact that it was kept shut against 
salvation. 

“A door must be either open or shut.” 
We juggle with ourselves and our con- 
sciences a great deal nowadays; but we 
cannot change this plain fact. To what 
are the doors of our soul open? To what 
are they shut? We are responsible for 
the answer, and the answer is always 
definite, no matter how vague we would 
prefer it to be. By that answer we shall 
be judged. Can anyone say that the 
judgment will not be just?—Forward. 





One Result of Incivility. 

William Travers Jerome, district at- 
torney of New York City, in speaking of 
the necessity of public men exercising 
courtesy to anybody and everybody, told 
the following story: 

“] want to say, {fi the first place, that 
what I am about to relate is not told in 
order to emphasize the need of politeness 
on the grounds of mere policy only, but 


~ rather to show that an ungentlemanly ac- 


tion is pretty sure to act as a boomerang. 


Some years ago, a reporter called on a 
man of wealth and prominence, whom I 
will call Mr. Blank, in order to interview 
him in regard to the latter’s alleged po- 
litical ambitions. He was shown into his 
library. 

“*Well?’ said the great man. 

“The reporter presented his card and 
explained his errand. Mr. Blank glanced 
at the pasteboard, deliberately tore it in 
two, and threw it into the wastebasket. 

“ ‘Nothing to say,’ he growled, and that 
was all that the visitor could get from 
him. 

“So the reporter departed with a flush 
on his cheek and a burning desire in his 
heart to thrash the discourteous~ Mr. 
Blank. 

“Several years passed, and Mr. Blank 
was a candidate for a high municipal 
office. Meanwhile, the reporter had been 
made political editor of a journal whose 
views were opposite to those of Mr. 
Blank. In that capacity he again called 
on Mr. Blank, and found him suave and 
silky. The editor did not forget the torn 
card. The incident rankled within him. 

“So it came about that he made such 
a tremendous fight against Mr. Blank’s 
election that, mainly through his efforts, 
he suffered an overwhelming defeat. 

“A single act of unnecessary rudeness 
cost him position and power.”—Success. 





Our Castles in Spain, or Rest by Diver- 
sion and Repose. 
By E. D. H. 

We are told that Bishop Brooks kept 
fifteen minutes of each day sacred to 
solitary meditation. This was one way, 
it is claimed, in which he retained his 
wonderful mental and physical strength. 
No doubt the benefit came from change 
of thought. Had he carried his many 
cares into his solitude he could have 
gained but little rest. 

If the nousekeeper would but observe 
this practice she would be surprised at 
the result. Housekeeping has a more 
limited environment than most other 
occupations, and, hence, frequently re- 
sults in nervous irritation. 

At such a crisis go into a room apart. 
Drop as a garment all thoughts and 
cares and hopes that are daily compan- 
ions and with closed eyes say: “All 
things are well; my own has come to 
me.” Then to the inward vision sum- 
mon just the environment and com- 
panions most longed for. There are no 
limits to the powers of the imagination. 
Away stretches a long line of snow cap- 
ped mountains, or the boundless ocean 
with white ships sailing, the rose-covered 
terraces of a beautiful garden, or the 
spacious halls of a grand castle. Or, if 
the mood does not find grandeur con- 
genial, picture the return of a dear 
friend, a family gathered at the fireside, 
or a tiny Kate Greenaway village, with 
children playing. These are but sugges- 
tlons which a more creative imagination 
will elaborate and improve. Imagine 
any scene that represents peace and 
secures a delight, from its very antithe 
sis to the. usual course of life, and from 
its journey and spirit will return to a 
rested body and a more cheerful and 
happy state of mind. 


youth. As “the mind grows by what it 
feeds..upon,” from frequent communion 
with scenes and people, other than those 
with whom we come in daily contact, 
soon a certain sympathy and magnanim- 
ity will be the outcome. In times of 
sorrow and anxienty it will be a relief 
to be able to glide out of the present 
into a place of rest. The actual world 
will take on new beauties, The artist 
tells us that it is the suggested rather 
than the real that he sees. The imagi- 
nation so cultivated has but to lift its 
eyes to the blue sky, studded with white 
clouds, to see hosts of Fra Angelican 
angels, with golden trumpets, sending 
forth more beautiful music than human 
ear has ever heard. 
* . . 

We live in a practical world. Must 
the actual absorb all our time and 
attention, until the spirit cries out and 
punishes the body with nervous prostra- 
tion and melancholia? Try taking a 
few journeys to our castles in Spain. 
The result will be that poise of spirit 
and self-control so seldom met with in 
the rush and turmoil of these busy times. 
—Boston Cooking School Magazine. 





MINER HIT. 


A Gold Miner on the Coffee. Question, 


Many a rugged constitution has broken 
down by the use of coffee. 

“I and my son are miners and have 
been strong coffee drinkers. I will add 
I followed mining for fifty years. Nearly 
three years ago my son had palpitation 
of the heart so bad that after a hard 
day’s work he would bé almost unable 
to get his breath when lying down, and 
I was a victim of constipation, head- 
ache and could not sleep soundly. 

“So I pulled up stakes on day and 
started to see a doctor, and curiously 
enough an old acquaintance I met on the 
way steered me off. We stopped and 
talked and told each other all the news 
and | told him aSout our troubles. He 
said it was coffee doing the work, and 
that using Postum in place of coffee 
cured him of almost exactly the ailments 
I described. 

“So instead of going to the doctor’s I 
sent for some Postum, although I did 
not have much faith in it, but to my 
great joy it turned out all right, and 
after we quit coffee completely we both 
began to get well, kept it up and are 
now both of us strong, well men, with 
none of the old troubles. A miner is 
supposed to be able to stand great hard- 
ships, but we could not stand coffee. It 
was killing us. Anyone following the 
directions on the package of Postum will 
have a far better drink than he can get 
from the best coffee. 

“I think every coffee toper should 
know Postum will cure him of his ail- 
ments, besides it is such a tefreshing 
drink.” Name given by Postum Co., Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich. 

Coffee hurts nearly all who’ drink it, 
and soaks some people very hard. There 
is a sure way out of the trouble by quit- 
ting coffee and using Postum. 

And “there’s a reason.” 








weeks the Methodist clergy and 
delegates of the laity and bish- 
ops and teachers and editors of 
ist papers will be preparing to 
travel over the sun-scorched deserts and 
bieck, sullen mountains to those oases 
that exist in southern California in the 
center of which are found civic and even 
metropolitan environments, and in 1905 
@ great convention of the Disciples of 
Christ will gather on the Pacific coast. 
These good people will journey verily 
to a New Canaan, a New Palestine, lack- 
ing the oriental Arab leading his col- 
leetion of camels and dromedaries laden 
with merchandise and iacking the great 
military display found in Eastern lands, 
but resembling very much the lands 
known as Arabia and Abyssinia; they 
will find the vast ranches of treeless, 
sun-scorched mountains, the great wind- 
swept, sand-covered plains, where no 
sign of human or animal life can be ob- 
served and where the tropical heat vi- 
brates through the livelong day, making 
existence impossible for aught except 
the scattered cactus and Spanish dagger, 
plants that seem able to grow even in 
that future life supposed to be at some 
future time familiar to the wicked. At 
San Bernardino, a rural town in Call- 
fornia, the evidence of capital will be 
observed, for here the long rows of 
orange trees, extending miles into the 
desert waste, excite the wonder and ad- 
miration of every traveler. Then all 
through the San Gabriel valley, some 
siaty miles long, poverty and wealth al- 
ternrte; at one time the pathless waste, 
at another the blooming gardens sur- 
rounded with the dark green orchards 
that tell of the greatest step in Califor- 
nia’s famed commerce—the cultivation 
of the citric fruits. 

Yet this new land has its ancient land- 
marks. Bordering the railway ancient 
ruins may be observed. These are the 
remains of the Old Missions of Califor- 
nia and wil) prove quite an attraction 
to the clerical host of the . Methodist 
Church and the Disciples’ delegates. 
When the adjustment of civil rights 
came about under the Republic of Mex- 
feo, which once owned this district, all 
taat property not particularly used for 
ecclesiastical purposes reverted to the 
state; this left the good fathers with a 
very small part of the original posses- 
sions, but that part has been held sacred 
and is now to be preserved by a local 
society just for the sake of the intrinsic 
beauty and romantic environments of the 
old edifices, or ruins. The best preserved 
of these ancient monasteries are those of 
San Gabriel and Santa Barbara, the 
former within one and the latter within 
four hours’ ride from Los Angeles; an- 
other at San Fernando, some twenty 
miles away, is in fair state of repair, but 


will be investigated by the delegates. 
fathers and obsequious monks will 
the visitors in and around the 
; the ancient bells and pictures 
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fact that they are the result of slave la- 
bor. Monuments indeed are they to the 
qualities of character that has brought 
the Methodist church to its present high 
position and great influence; alone into 
this wilderness came these preaching 
Franciscans, and from the rugged mesa 
heights they spoke to no such congre 
gations as John and Charles Wesley ad- 
dressed, but to the rocks and fallen trees 
and behind each of these was hidden a 
wondering Indian. The electric cars now 
rush boldly up to the doors of the San 
Gabriel and Santa Barbara Missions; 
but shutting one’s eyes to this fact, the 
mind can easily contemplate the peace- 
ful bucolic scenes of the past, when 
horseback riding and oxen driving were 
the only means of locomotion. Those 
happy, ignorant, toiling days of ecclesi- 
astical aristocracy are for ever past and 
the good Indians and the good fathers 
have very much gone from the sun-kissed 
shores, leaving behind these immortal 
and picturesque monuments. 
* * . 

The ostriches on the road side will 
carry the ecclesiastical mind back to the 
ancient writings. Job is on record with 
some eloquent and pathetic verse re 
specting this strange product of the 
African deserts: “Gavest thou the good- 
ly wings unto the peacock, or wings and 
feathers unto the ostrich? What time 
she lifteth up herself on high, she scorn- 
eth the horse and his rider.” Job had 
in view the wild ostrich of the desert; 
it is not recorded that he was familiar 
with the domesticated ostrich, for this 
creature was invented by some French 
officers in the middle of the last cen- 
tury. England receives eight million 
dollars every year for the feathers of her 
African ostrich farmers; vast fortunes 
have already been made in this indus- 
try; the United States pays two million 
dollars every year for the ostrich feath- 
ers of American women. Significant, in- 
deed, to the thoughtful mind, is the pres- 
ence of these flocks of ostriches in the 
fields of California; for they prophesy 
the existence of a great industry that 
shall endow the women of America with 
the feathers of American ostriches and 
give employment to thousands of the 
fair sex. Already samples of this ostrich 
feather product are being sent all over 
the land; the ostrich farm near Los An- 
geles receives two thousand dollars a 
day all through the season, which ex- 


tends from September to January for 


ostrich feathers; women, reading the 
laudatory advertisements in magazines, 
are remitting in every state of the union; 
even if one person remitted from each 
postoffice, seventy thousand letters would 
arrive. At this ostrich farm all ages of 
ostrich life are purposely on view, for 
the place is a kind of show farm for the 
amusement and edification of tourists; 
these people have all gone home by the 
time the convention meets, but they gen- 
erally leave about twenty thousand dol- 
lars in California for the mere privilege 
of seeing this institution, of which a 
leading New York paper has written and 


them in the dust, and forgetteth that the. 
foot may crush them, or that_the wild 


get near to Nature's heart when they 
proceed to the incubators and hear a 
thousands infant ostriches moving in 
these monstrous shells and behold them 
break these spheres and step out to 
breathe the glorious climate of Califor 
nia. Wonderful indeed are these pic 
tures of the beginning of life as illus 
trated by the infant ostrich! Three hun- 
dred ostriches will parade for their benefit 
near Los Angeles and should they visit 
Phoenix, Arizona, they will find an os 
trich town of fifteen hundred inhabi- 
tants, the feathers of which are all sold 
to this enterprising Los Angeles ostrich 
farmer, who controls an immense o# 
trich feather business. 

The various seaside resorts, twenty 
miles from Los Angeles, will interest the 
visitors, and the great cry of the army 
of Cyrus, as they returned from the des- 
erts, will be theirs: “Thalatta, Thalatta 
—the sea, the sea!” Santa Catalina, 
that famous watering place, will re 
ceive regiments of the church militant; 
after the labors of the convention the 
most perfect rest and change of scene 
will be obtained here. It is termed in 
sentimental advertising; “The Magic 
Isle,” and truly there is a witchery in 
the atmosphere that will make even the 
most energetic and zealous representa 
tive as lazy as an Indian, and by that 
is meant the California Indian, the lazi- 
est of humanity, civilized or barbarous 
Gentle zephyrs will float over the vol- 
eanic precipitous hills from the west, 
while the eternal sun eternally smiles 
upon the little bay of Avalon, the only 
port on the island. The flying fish will 
fly and the whales will spout and the 
dolphins play regardless of the fact that 
the greatest Methodist convention the 
world ever saw has assembled upon this 
California coast. And can the Disciples 
of Christ send more to California in 
1905 than the fifteen thousand they ex- 
pect to gather at the St. Louis conven- 
tion this year? 





Entered Into Life. 

Mrs. Mary J. Monroe, of Monroe, Wis., 
departed this life Sunday morning, Dee. 
27, to be at home with her Savior. She 
was born Oct. 10, 1822, in Beebe Plain, 
Vt. For nine long years she has been 
deprived of her eyesight, but her spir- 
itual vision. was not dimmed. She was 
trustful, happy and patient to the last. 
She was intensely interested in our mis- 
sionary work, being a member of the C. 
W. B. M. since its organization in this 
state. The husband, Dr. William Mon 
roe, and three children, Dr. Will and 
Mettie J. of Monroe and Mrs. A. L. Saw- 
yer of West Salem Wis., survive her. 
Deprived of her vision here, now she 
sees her Savior face to face. The writer 
assisted by A. Dixon of Monroe, con- 


ducted the funeral Tuesday afternoon.— 


D. N. Wetzel, Fortville, Wis. 
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members? Without minimizing 
the importance of the sermon, 
we not confess that it has been a 
serious mistake to give the people so 
small a part in the worship? We are 
apt to judge the entire service by the 
sermon, and if that fails to reach a 
high spiritual level there is little left 
to inspire and elevate. Too often the 
prayer, the reading of the Scriptures, 
and even the communion itself, are hur- 
ried through as if they were unimpor- 
tant details that needs must be gotten 
out of the way before-the crowning fea- 
ture of the service, the sermon. What is 
needed is the assignment of such a part 
of the service to the people that wheth- 
er the sermon be good or indifferent 
there shall come +o the people, through 
their own “participation in the worship, 
a distinct spiritual uplift. 

The selections in this and following 
articles are not intended to exhaust the 
possibilities of improvement inthis di- 
rection, but are merely suggestions of 
what might be done to enrich public 
worship. 

The Opening Service. 
1. A call to worship: 
“O thou, whosoever thou art,” 
That enterest this house, 
Be silent, be thoughtful, be reverent; 
For this is the House of God. 
And leave it not without 
A prayer 
To God, 
For thyself, for those who 
Minister, 
And for those who worship here. 

The following Scripture _ selections 
might be repeated responsively by the 
minister and the people: 

Minister— 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for- 
éver and ever. 

Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the 
power, 

And the glory and the victory and the 
majesty. 

Now, therefore, our God, we thank thee 

And praise thy glorious name.” 

People— 

“Oh praise the Lord, all ye nations, 
praise Him all ye people, 

For ‘His merciful kindness is greatness 
toward us, 

And the truth of the Lord endureth for- 
ever. 

Praise ye the Lord.” 

Minister— 

“Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He 
is good, 

For His mercy endureth forever 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

Whom He hath redeemed from the hand 
of the enemy. 

Oh, that men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness 

And for His wondvrful works to the 
children of men.” 





Let Israel rejoice in Him that made 
him. 

Let the children of Zion be joyful in 
their King!” 

People— 

“Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion, 

And unto Thee shall the vow be per 
formed. 

Oh thou that hearest prayer, unto thee 
shall all flesh come. 

Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest 

And causest to approach unto Thee 
that he may dwell in Thy courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness 
of Thy house, 

Even of Thy holy temple.” 

If the time be limited and a shorter 
opening service is desired, the following 
responses might be found helpful: 

Minister— 

“I was glad when they said unto me let 
us go unto the house of the Lord.” 
Penple— 

“Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of. my heart, be accepta- 
ble‘in Thy sight. O Lord, my strength 
and my Redeemer.” 

Minister— 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord? 

And who shall stand in His holy place?” 
People— 

“He that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart: 

Who hath not lifted up his soul unto 
vanity, 

And hath not sworn deceitfully.” 
Minister— 

“Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
soul,” 

People— 

“O, my God, in Thee have I trusted; 

Let me not be ashamed.” 

Minister— 

“Show me Thy ways, O Lord; 

Teach me Thy paths.” 

People— 

“Guide me in Thy truth and teach me; 

For Thou art the God of my salvation: 

On Thee do I wait all the day.” 

A suggested order of service for the 
morning: 

1. A call to worship. 

2. Introductory sentences. 

3. Invocation or Lord’s Prayer. - 

4. (Choir response) Doxology or An- 

them. 

5. Responsive reading. The follow- 

ing psalms are especially adapt- 
ed for responsive reading: 19, 
25, 91, 1038, 139. 

6.—Hymn. 

7. Scripture lesson. 

8. Prayer. 

9. Offertory sentences. 

10. Offertory with prayer at reception 

of baskets. 

*11. Anthem or solo or hymn. 

12, Sermon. 

13. Hymn. 

14. Communion hymn. 

15. Communion services. 

16. Benediction. 

Another suggested order of service: 








y go into the Ler 
‘T} ; 
“Here, Mac my Lord, I see Thee tons 
Here would I touch and handle things 
unseen; vat oe 
Here would I lay aside each earthly © 
load, : mee 
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.” 
Congregation— 
“Let the words of my mouth, 
And the meditations of my heart, 
Be acceptable in Thy sight, 
O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.” 
All sing— 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
To Thee, 
Early in the morning our song shall rise. 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Merciful and Mighty, 
God over all, and blest eternally.” 


All repeat— 
“Our Father Who Art in Heaven,” ete, 
3. Hymn. 
4 Scripture reading. 
5. Anthem, 
6. Prayer. 
7 Hymn. 
8 Responsive communion service. 
9. The Lord’s Supper. 
10. Offering. 
ll. Notices. 
12. Hymn: 
13. Sermon. 
14. Hymn. 


15. Benediction. 
16, Organ postlude. 





Four Years and Four Months at War 
rensburg.—The first Sunday in the new 
year was the occasion of the fifth annual 
report of Pastor H. A. Denton and the 
several departments of the work in the 
church at Warrensburg, Mo. It was the 
best report since J. A. Lord retired from 
the pastorate some twelve years ago. 
The following will summarize the work 
as reported: 475 have been added to the 
church in four years and four months. 
Of this number 400 are members at the 
present time, the rest having been dis- 
missed by letter. One-half of them 
came by confession and baptism. This 
makes an average of one baptism for 
every Sunday of the time, and an addt 
tion for every regular public service, 
with some to spare. 190 were added in 
1903. The new members subscribe 40 
per cent of the support provided for 
1904. The present membership is 805. 
$650 was raised for missions during the 
year. Two have volunteered for the 
foreign mission field. The church has 
been repaired inside and out. The spirit 
of missions and of progress in all de 
partments of work is most gratifying, 
and the matter of becoming a living 
ling church is being discussed. ents 


G. T. Black, corresponding 
of Indian Territory, is now in a 
at Duncan. 








Wabash, Ind, as singer. The church at 
Flanagan has 140 members $529.50. 50. 
This is a good record. A 
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“Ian Maclaren” has been saying some 
of the things that the leaders of all the 
@hurches have been thinking about. In 
&@ speech at Cambridge University, re 
ported in the British Weekly, the 
distinguished writer and preacher dealt 
with some questions of church efficiency. 

. He believes there is an earnest wish 
to see the church organization made 
more efficient. And this, he assumes, 
will be attained, not by the increase of 
Officials and committees,: certainly not 
by more laws and red tape, but by the 
more simple, direct and common-sense 
use of our resources. It is not a ques- 
tion as to whether we ought to have 
more men and more buildings and more 
funds, but as to whether we cannot use 
the men and the buildings and the funds 
to a better purpose, and whether, if we 
were organized like a great public serv- 
ice or like an able business enterprise, 
we should not be able so to use them. 

Dr. Watson is dissatisfied with Pres- 
byterian methods of selecting and train- 
ing young men for the ministry. Of 
what he terms “the preaching candidat- 
ure” for a vacant charge, he says: 

“Can there be anything more unbe- 
coming in our office than preaching the 
evangel of Christ in a competition 
against five other selected candidates, or 
anything more likely to hinder a man of 
self-respect from entering the ministry? 
Can there be anything worse for the 
spiritual temper of a congregation than 
to sit as judges on the declaration of 
divine truth, or is there any function 
which in practice rouses worse passions 
in church life than a disputed election? 
Is it not the case that the judgment of 
the half-dozen well-educated and spiritu- 
ally minded men in a congregation 
counts for very little in the kind of con- 
gregation to which the probationer 
makes his appeal, against the votes of 
the multitude who are not well educated 
and not accustomed to deal with large 
affairs? The few will inquire many 
things before they appoint their clergy- 
man—about his scholarship, his charac- 
ter, his common-sense, his inherent ca- 
pacity, his manners, his piety—and@ they 
wili not likely appoint a quarrelsome 
man or a rude person; but the many can 
be captured any day by a windbag with 
two sermons full of apocryphal religious 
anecdotes and conventional phraseology. 
Here again we feel that there is some 
thing wrong, and that the best is not be- 
ing done, either for the candidates or 
for the church.” 

After pleading for more adequate 
financial provision for aged and infirm 
ministers, Dr. Watson passes on to the 
problems of public worship: 

“The spirit of the day is playing upon 
the mind of the people, and they are not 
ready to attend two services a day on 
Sunday simply from the tradition of the 

or the force of habif. They are ask- 
there should be two services, 

more nor less, and what law 
the obligation of repeating the 

ce in the evening * * * 

has come when we have to 
repetition of services 
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ing whether the sermon at morning 
service shotld not be devoted - to 
the edification of believers in their holy 
faith, and deal largely with experiment- 
al religion within the Christian sphere, 
while the evening sermon should be de- 
voted, say, to lectures on the Bible, on 
the history of the church, on the great 
doctors, leaders, heroes and saints of 
our faith, on foreign missions, on the 
regeneration of the people, on the pres- 
entation of Christianity to them who are 
without, and the defense of Christianity 
both as a creed and asa life? The serv- 
ices of the church would in this way be 
justified and utilized for the most prac- 
tical spiritual ends, and the evening 
service, no less than the morning, main- 
tain its hold not only upon religious 
people, but also upon the outer circles 
who dwell in the debatable ground.” 

The question of public prayer is next 
considered: 

“At present it is left to the minister 
to pray for anything he pleases and to 
leave out anything which he pleases. His 
prayer may consist of petitions, or it 
may be an exposition of doctrine, or an 
explanation of his own spiritual condi- 
tion, or it may be a reflection of his 







th 
large part—what is going to be asked 
as they know what is going to be 


and thanksgiving shall be presented to 
God? And following out the principle 
which we all feel should be applied to 
praise, ought they not to have some op- 
portunity of joining in the prayer of the 
congregation by repetition or response? 
Why should the church exercise super- 
vision over praise and none over pray- 
er? Why should the church provide a 
hymn-book and not a prayer-book? Why 
should the church refuse to allow the 
minister to select songs of praise from 
any quarter, and yet allow him without 
any check to offer the prayers of the 
people? I am not arguing for the pro- 
hibition of free prayers, which ought to 
be included in every service and without 
which the service would not be com- 
plete; but I am suggesting that the 
time has fully come when our church 
should provide certain forms of common 
prayer for her people, and that we are 
losing every year through not supplying 
this want.” 





WAS THE IROQUOIS FIRE GOD’S 
VISITATION? 
Lioyd Darsie. 

The burning of the Iroquois theater, 
with its appalling loss of life, has startled 
and shocked the whole world. It is the 
one subject for consideration at the pres- 
ent time. 

The Chicago press has dealt very fully 
with the tragedy in all of its details. The 
ministers of the city, almost without 
exception, made the theater horror the 
subject of their discourses last Lord’s 
day. Some of the city ministers are re- 
ported in the newspapers as alluding to 
the Iroquois fire as “a manifestation of 
the Divine Providence,” “a visitation of 
God’s wrath upon Chicago for its sins.” 
One Jewish rabbi is quoted as saying, 
“O God! why did you dothis? Was it 
to convince us of the almighty power?” 

Such utterances seem so cruel and 
untimely and so utterly at variance with 
the facts that Lloyd Darsie, pastor of 
the Jackson Boulevard Church of Christ 
in preaching upon the subject, “Chicago’s 
Horror—the Sin of Neglect,” took occa- 
sion to say: “The story of this great 
disaster is wholly and entirely one of 
carlessness and neglect. The thought of 
God and Providence is entirely elimi- 
nated from the causes of this horror 
when the facts are taken into considera- 
tion. Indeed to accuse the Divine Father 
of being responsible for this appalling 
tragedy is to misrepresent him and to 
drive suffering men and women into 
practical atheism.” 

There are just three chapters to this 
sad and awful history: 

Chapter one: The neglect of city offi- 
cials to properly enforce existing laws 
for the protection of the general public. 
These laws have been long upon our 
statute books. That they are not exe- 
cuted by those sworn to so enforce them 
is evidenced by the fact that all the 
theaters of the city are now closed be 
cause of flagrant violations of protective 
statutes. > 

Chapter two: The neglect of the pro 
of the theater to properly safe 
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guard their patrons. No adequate fire 
curtain, no automatic sprinkler, no open 
exits, no open flue over the stage is a 
startling arraignment of their neglect. 

Chapter three: The neglect of em- 
ployes to perform their appointed duties. 
No one to lower the fire curtain, no one 
to open ventilating flue, no ushers to 
unlock the exits, reveals the careless- 
ness of men appointed to be careful. 

In view of these facts, how can any 
sensible person charge God with this 
disaster, or call it “a dispensation or 
visitation of providence?” Te the 
speaker this seems to be foolish and 
inane, the ravings of an unbalanced 
mind, a manner of speech very far from 
sane and almost approaching the blas- 
phemous. Following this introduction 
the speaker discoursed from the text, 
“How shall we escape if we neglect so 
great salvation?” It is almost unneces- 
sary to state that the facts elicited by 
the coroner’s jury seem to sustain in 
every way the position taken by the 
speaker. 


Dedication at Corydon, !nd.—Corydon 
was once the capital of the state of In- 
diana. The church there has just com- 
pleted a beautiful house of worship. It 
has a main auditorium, lecture room, 
baptistry and two robing rooms, also two 
vestibules on the ground floor. It is 
beautifully finished and furnished. Both 
in exterior and interior the house is a 
gem. The whole property is worth $8,- 
000. The writer dedicated this beautiful 
house on Lord’s day, Jan. 3. We raised 
some $2,300, which was about $300 more 
than the debt.—L. L. Carpenter, Wabash, 
Ind. 


The American Christian Missionary 
Society is glad to announce the receipt 
of a gift of $500 on the annuity plan, 
from a brother in Illinois. This is the 
first gift of this kind received in the 
new year, 1904. May there be more to 
follow. For full information on the an- 
nuity plan write to Benjamin L. Smith, 
corresponding secretary, Y. M. C A 



















ee ee ee ~ § £@OTSCSRat wea PES & i 


* WEEP Denetrews, avepasy @ BETS BaeamED 


Ghe Christian Century Co, 
358 Dearborn St., Chicage 


Butered at Chicago Post Office as Second 
Class Matter, February 28, 1902. 





Are payab! mw UY at 
Terms, $1 $1.50 » year. AF. 4.4 


The label on the paper shows the month to which 

your subscription is paid. List is revised once 

month and change of da’ 
on 


subscriptions are considered permanent and 
sre not discontinued at expiration of time pe 

without request of subseriber. Paper ig 
eontinued until all arrearages 


@Qhange of Address— 
be sure to 


Ya oréering change of address 
pg at LO new. If the paper 
reach you regularly, notify us at once. 


maaan 
a be sent by draft or ie 
B CHRISTIAN CENTURY Goupase. "De 
local checks or full credit cannot 


given, as we have to pay exchange c 
Advertising— 
Nothing but clean business and reliable firms 
advertised. Rates given on application. 
Gem munications— 
Articles for publication should not exceed one 
thousand words and should be in our office one 
Eehsed & to appear. News letters should be con- 


sent in promptly. 











NEWS AND NOTES | 


























Send for a copy of our Bible School 
Quarterly. It is just what you want. 

D. O. Cunningham, pastor of the Cen- 
tral Church of Christ, Findlay, Ohio, is 
getting along nicely. 

The churches are now turning their 
thoughts toward the annual offering for 
foreign missions, the first Sunday in 
March. 

Thos. P. Ullom of Traverse City, Mich., 
sent out a beautiful New Year’s greet- 
ing. We commend this to our brother 
preachers. 

During December the receipts for for- 
eign missions amounted to $4,211.41, a 
gain over the corresponding month a 
year ago of $1,487.04. 

L. 8. Bartlett reports the church at 
Delevan, Ill., in good condition. An 
auxiliary to the C. W. B. M. was organ- 
ized with 23 members 

Those wishing to secure or dispose of 
copies of the “Millennial Harbinger” 
write to J. F. Callahan, 154 Murray Hill 
avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dean A. M. Haggard of the Bible Col- 
lege of Drake University called on his 
way East. He reports the university 
enjoying a prosperous year. 

We regret to learn of the continued 
fliness of Mrs. Pike, wife of Bro. Grant 
&. Pike. May the Father’s presence be 
with them to give them strength. 

The church at Hot Springs, Ark., in 
its quarterly meeting prints a roll of 
honor containing a list of all who make 
regular monthly pledge and have paid 
the same in full. 

N. T. Harmon has been called by the 
church at Davis City, Neb, to continue 
another year. “Bro: Harmon has given 
good satisfaction. He is a hard student 


“and a growing man.” 


munity follows this wedded pair—L. H. 
Stine. 

We hope that the Sunday schools ob- 
serving Boys’ and Girls’ Rally Day for 
America in connection with their Christ- 
mas exercises will be prompt to send in 
their offerings for general, home and 
state missions. 

We have received a card announcing 
the marriage of Miss Ida May Bower to 
H. Lawrence Atkinson, on December 23d. 


~The Christian Century extends congrat- 


ulations. 

Ray M. Harris of David City, Neb., has 
been supplying the pulpits at Rising 
City and Sunset while engaged in the 
practice of law. He has been appointed 
county attorney and will be compelled 
to give all of his time to his profes- 
sional duties in the future. 

W. A. Fite, Marysville, Mo., reports 
the church entering upon the new year 
free from debt, the first time in many 
years. Bro. Fite speaks in high words 
of commendation of the work of Evan- 
gelists Omer and Sprague, who assisted 
in a meeting resulting in 65 accessions, 
41 by confession. 

J. W. Kilborn writes: I engaged with 
the church at Keokuk, Ia., early in No- 
vember, and am now settled at 716 Ful- 
ton street. The church is harmonious 
and enthusiastic and prospects look 
bright for a good work. H. H. Jenner, 
now in school at Eureka, takes the work 
at Washburn, and will locate there in 
June. The Christian Century improves. 
-Keep it on the top grade. 

Lee H. Barnum has resigned his work 
at Horton, Kan., to take effect Feb. 1, 
after which he will be at liberty to en- 
gage in evangelistic work or accept a 
pastorate. Bro. Barnum has been with 
the church for three years. During this 
time there have been 113 additions. 
The church will need a pastor after Feb. 
1. Bro. Barnum can be addressed Box 
556 Horton, Kan. 

Orilas G. White, of the 25th Street 
church, Baltimore, Md., supported in part 
by the American Christian Missionary 
Society, rerorts:. “The number in Sun- 
day school, thirty, is the number of 
yesterday, when we started the service 
in the morning. Had the largest attend- 
ance at church I have had in the morn- 
ing and the worst day, snow and cold. 
Began meeting yesterday. Am hopeful 
and full of labor. May God bless you.” 

J. H. Painter writes us that there is 
some exceedingly fertile land in the 
famous “Delta” just below Memphis, 
Tenn., where a poor man can get a home 
of his own, and brethren are wanted to 
move in and help the few struggling 
churches in that region who are fighting 
against opposition to plant and maintain 
the simple Gospel of Christ. Any inter- 
ested should write Bro. Painter at 
Memphis, inclosing stamp. 

J. C. Reynolds, evangelist under the 
American Christian Missionary Society 
in the Elkhorn District, W. Va., reports: 
“Plans are made, lot secured and graded 
and work has begun on a new church at 
Ada, four miles from Bluefield. The 
work will be pushed as fast as possible 
for the winter. Lot has been secured 
at Godfrey and we hope to dedicate in 
the early summer. I go to Bramwell 
Monday, the 4th, to close up a deal for 





Some thought the amount 
$500,000, some $300,000, and 

of less than $250,000. If 

raised, it is high time the churches were 
giving themselves to careful prepare: 
tion. The office of the Foreign 

will promptly and cheerfully furnish all = 
necessary March offering supplies free ine a 

of charge. % 

W. L. Morse writes interestingly of 
the re-opening of the church at West 
Mansfield, O. A number of valuable 
provements have been made and it 
now one of the most convenient and 
commodious church buildings of the 
Disciples in that part of the state. The ~ 
entire cost of improvement was $22,000. 
P. H. Welshimer of Canton preached the ~ 4 
sermon and raised $938. Walter F, a ® 
Rounds is the pastor and has done faith- — 
ful and efficient work. 

The church at Thayer, Mo., is prosper 
ing under the ministry of W. EB. Grey. 
This is a beautiful little town of 2,500 
just two miles from Mammoth Springs, 
Ark., one of the largest springs of its 
kind. It is 18 feet in diameter, and bot 
tom cannot be fathomed. Thayer is @ 
railroad town and the problem is how to 
most effectively reach this class of peo 
ple. Bro. Grey would be glad to hear from sf 
those who have had experience. The 
church is winning its way to the heartg = 
of the people. A meeting is to be planned ee 
for the first of February preparatory to oes 
a more strenuous effort by a good evam- » 
gelist. is a 

A touching. appeal has just) reached the iy 
homme office from our missionary, Bro. 
E. M. Pardee, who has but recently en- 
tered his new field of labor on the 
of Porto Rico, supported by the Amer — 
can Christian Missionary Society. In 
his appeal in behalf of this great work 
before us, Bro. Pardee pleads earnestly oa 
that we send forth more laborers. May F 
every Christian Endeavor Society that 
has not already pledged for this islang 
mission do so at once, that we may send © =” 
an encouraging word to our brother, 
stating that the Endeavorers are in earn- as 
est in this matter of winning Porto Rico 
for Christ and his church. 


When You Are All Bound Us 


and are suffering from indigestion, lack 
of appetite, foul breath, headache, dys 
pepsia, catarrh of the stomach, kidney 
and liver complaints you need a tonic 
laxative, something that will move the 
bowels Quickly, casily and without leay- 
ing hurtful effects behind. Never use @ 
purgative or cathartic. They weaken 
the bowels and system and make the 
disease worse. Use instead Vernal 
Palmetto Berry Wine. It ton 
up, gives new strength and 
alone to the bowels but to 
being. Only one small dose a 
cure any case, from the ligh 
worst. That means cure, not 
lief only. Most obstinate 
gently and easily and the cure 
manent. Vernal Saw Palmetto 
Wine is not a patent medicine. A 
of ingredients is in every package 
explanation of their action. ! 
for a free sample bottle. Vernal pod. ¥ 
Co., Seneca Building, Te a 
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B. 8. Ferrall reports two additions. 


Charlies A. Young of the Christian 
Century is assisting W. C. Hull in a 
ghort meeting at North Tonawanda, 
WN. Y. 

Additions Reported Last Week.—By 
baptisms, 1,681; by letters and state- 
ments, 710; denom., 98; total, 2,489.—M. 
L. Buckley. 

J. W. Walters, Webster City, Ia., re 
ports four accessions, two by confession. 
First day of meeting. J. P. Gorman is 
to conduct the music. 

¥. D. Macy, Corydon, Ia., is being as- 
sisted in a meeting by Hamilton and Wil- 
Kinison. Meeting three days old. Six 
additions. Crowded house. 

F. 8. White, Arapahoe, Neb., is assist- 
ing J. S. Miller of Edison in a meeting. 
Bleven additions to date. Good interest. 
Bro. Miller will assist Bro. White later. 

The church at Morse, Ia, where Bro. 
Charlies Blanchard ministers, has en- 
jcyed a good meeting with the assist- 
ance of Sunday School Evangelist John- 
son. 

Chas. D. Hougham has closed his 
work at Zearing after two years’ serv- 
fee, .to accept a call to Winterset, Ia. 
During this period there have been 85 
accessions. Five recently. 

J. T. Ogie, Guthrie, Okla., reports 24 
additions during December, 11 by con- 
fession. One hundred and fifty-nine ad- 
ditions since dedication eleven months 
ago. Work was never so encouraging. 

H. T. Morrison, Dayton, Wash., re 
ports the meeting with L. F. Stepens 
and wife still in progress. There have 
been 140 accessions to date. No such 
Meeting has been held in that part of 
Washington. 

F. L. Dayis has closed his meeting at 
Toledo, Ml., with 15 accessions, 8 by con- 
fession. There had been no regular 
preaching for over a year. The church 
ig now ready for aggressive work and 
will call a minister soon. 

Pastor H. M. Johnson, Tabor, Iowa, 
reports a good meeting of four weeks, 
assisted by Evangelist Jas. S. Beem. 
Forty-eight additions. Best meeting in 
the bistory of the church. Bro. Beem 
is a strong evangelist and a consecrated 
and unselfish worker. 

The church at Craig, Mo., has had a 
prosperous year under the ministry of 
Philip Evans. Six additions since last 
report. Bro. Evans will close his work 
the first of March. Churches in -Illinois 


American Christian Missionary Society 
at Grand avenue, Minneapolis, Minn., re- 
ports: “Our work goes fairly well; we 
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D. 8. Dorner 
at Council Grove, Kan. When he went 
there a few years ago conditions were 
discouraging. The church building, ow- 
ing to its proximity tothe river, was an- 
nually flooded. It was decided to secure 
another site, and subscriptions were so- 
licited and despite the great Kansas 
flood, which badly crippled them, and 
especially the pastor and his wife, the 
brethren overcame their difficulties and 
dedicated a beautiful new building, free 
of debt. The membership increased 
from 125 to 145. Bro, Dorner has been 
asked to. continue in the work, and an 
evangelistic meeting is contemplated at 
an early date. 
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Marion Stevenson of Irving Park, Chi- 
cago, Ill., is at Thompson; Il., Jan. 17-22, 
giving lecture studies on the Pentateuch. 

“The Ashland Church is in the best 
condition in its history.” Two additions 
recently. 

North Side—Audiences at Belmont 
Hall wert large last Sunday and the in- 
terest is growing. 

The Disciples’ Social union banquet 
will be held at the First Church Thurs- 
day evening, Jan. 21, at 6:30. 

The Chicago Ministerial Association 
has prepared an interesting program for 
the winter. The meetings are held at 
the Grand Pacific Hotel every Monday 
at 10:45 a. m. W. B. Thorp of the Con- 
gregational church will speak on “The 
Present Outlook in Theology.” Jan. 18th. 

The First church has had the pleasure 
recently of listening to some very inter- 
esting and inspiring addresses by C. M. 
Medbury of Des Moines, S. W. “Crutcher 
of Lamar, Mo., and G. L. Wharton of 
Hiram, O. Without any appeal being 
made $31 was contributed to the Indian 
Bible College. Eight additions recently. 

The missionary rally upon last Sunday 
was well attended. The address was de- 
livered by Fines Idleman of Dixon. He 
had some interesting things to say about 
Illinois’ interest in Chicago. The city 
board are planning to give special at- 
tention to Evanston this year. The 
church there has secured property and 
the outlook is hopeful. 

The Metropolitan.—Eighteen have 
been added since our last report. At 
the Chicago Christian Missionary rally 
we were represented by the largest dele- 
gation of any church in the city, having 
95 present, and also won the banner 
for largest number of additions during 
the quarter, namely, 139, 97 of which 
were by confession and baptism. 

Garfield Boulevard.—J. V. Updike has 
recovered from his illness and has re- 
turned to his work and is now in a 
meeting. The audiences are increasing. 
The interest among the people is grow- 






‘ > Ror x Send for a Ope 
Ce . oe 
Roney Baty ee 

are 


~~ 


—aee i a Si ¥ 
A DAY Sio 

ss @REAT SELLER! 
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selling “Churches of Christ.'' Ten Thousand 
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the book was published. One person took 
twenty-two orders in one day. Best territory 
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Runs Two Solid-Vestibuled Trains Daily 
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between Chicago and St. Louis. 





















Free Reclining Chair Cars, Parlor Cars, Pullman 
Drawing Room and Buffet Sleeping Cars, Buffet- 
Library-Smoking Car and Dining Car. See that 
your ticket between Chicago and St. Louis Reads 
via Illinois Central Railroad. 

It can be obtained of your local ticket agent. 

A. H. HANSON, G,P.A., TL Cent. R.R.,Chicago, ML 














WHEN A MAN DIES 

















T is generally expected that his 

property will be administered 

according to his expressed in- 
tentions. Sometimes he leaves 
a WILL. 


WILLS ARE FRE- 
QUENTLY BROKEN 


Contingencies often arise after 
death which are not anticipated 
Bequests to Chari- 











reg 
allke by testator and legatee. As 
a rule, such legacies are not paid 
without contest, and are usually 
compromised at great discount. 
The way to insure the adminis- 
tration of an estate according to 
one’s desire, is to divide it before 
death. 
if you desire to help the Lord’s 
werk by preaching the gospel In 
America, make a gift to the 


AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
ON THE 


ANNUITY PLAN 
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OUR PURPOSE. 


UR PLACE. Weare confident there is a place for THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY. 
i] ©it- commands a territory not.so well reached by any other paper. Eight hundred thousand 
Christ are within one night’s ride of Chicago. 
rather than controversial, and makes a contribution to the p aa 
It is the paramount purpose of THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY to serve. Wedo 





It also has a distinctive character, being constructive 


of our cause not elsewhere made, 


not seek a high place in the synagogue, nor to lord it over the churches,;—God forbid; but always and 
everywhere to serve with painstaking care and heroic fidelity. Nor, on the other hand, do we 


to follow the course of a journalistic trimmer, catering to whims and prejudices. ‘‘We know whom we 
have believed, and are persuaded that he is able to give us the victory.’’ Our motto is ‘‘Loyalty to the Word of 


God and liberty in the Son of God.”’ 


We shall urge the conquering principles of this restoration movement with all the energy we can command, un- 


derstanding full well, that ‘‘principies have no modesty. 


privilege.”’ 


It is there nature to rule, and they steadily assert their 
We shall keep before us as our guiding star the great and inspiring purpose of the Fathers, which 


was likewise the purpose of the Apostles themselves, the salvation of men and the union of all believers in and 
throtigh Jesus the Christ, the Son of the living God, and the Savior of the world. 


OUR SPIRIT. Necessarily we shall be aggressive. 


It is impossible to advocate sucha plea and be neutral. 


But we shall not wrangle, least of all with our own brethren; we shall not cherish animosity nor harbor a sectarian 


spirit. 
mies oppose or obstacles intervene. 


truth in love,’”’ but never compromising, nor withholding. 


the fullest significance of that glorious name. 
OUR METHODS. 


tested and approved. But we shall not be bound by precedent or tradition. 


None the less we shall stand firm in the right, in the work of evangelization, and reunion, whatever ene- 
And in all our work we shall seek to maintain an irenic spirit, *‘speaking the 
In a word, we shall humbly strive to be Christian, in 


We shall follow the methods of earnest Christian journalism, as they have heretofore been 


We must adopt such methods as will 


bring us into close, vital and loving fellowship with the rank and file of the brotherhood, and serve them efficiently 


and satisfactorily,—the least as well as the greatest. 





COMMENDATIONS 


“I admire the position of the Christian Century on ‘Less 
war among brethren and more work for the salvation of men.’ ” 
O. P. SPIEGEL, New Orleans. 


‘The Christian Century is a strong, inspiring and whole- 
some religious journal.’’ H. 5S. GILLMAn. 


“I consider the Christian Century a great religious paper. 
re f the circulation increase, and then its influence wil! broaden 
and deepen the moral, intellectual and spiritual life of the 
brotherhood."’ Maptson A. Hart, Fulton, Mo. 


**You are giving us a great paper.”’ 

James R. McINTIRE, Ft. Dodge, Ia. 

“It has been in my heart for a long time to tell you how 
much we enjoy the visits of the Christian Century. I don’t 
know how we could get along without it.”’ 

Mrs. JEssIE Brown Pounps, Cleveland, O. 

“Good paper. Much liked in our home.” 

Joun L. Branpt, St. Louis, Mo. 

“I congratulate you pox the continued improvement of the 
Christian Century. At the Detroit convention I heard many 
words of approval and commendation which proves that your 
paper is gaining a firm foothold in the ranks of our brotherhood, 
especially among those who love the better things.” 

Howarp T, Cres, St. Louis, Mo. 

“I wait for each issue with delight.” 

J. T. Davis, Evansville, Ind. 

‘You are giving us a good paper and are deserving our 
thanks and support.’ lL. R. THomas, Tuscola, Ll. 

‘I must send my congratulations upon the last issue of the 
Christian Centnry, (December 10). It is an artistic and literary 
gem. I have never seen it equalled.” 

MaRIon STEVENSON, Chicago, III. 

‘The Christian Century is filling a large place in deepening 
and making real the principles of Christian union." 

RALPH SARGENT. 


“I am heartily in sympathy with the views for which the 
Christian Century stands.” 
H. HOWARD BoLTon, Boston, Mass. 
“I congratulate you upon the make-up and matter of the 
Christian Century. 
. CHANCELLOR W. P. AYLESWORTH, Bethany, Neb. 
“T love the Christian Century more and more.”’ 
T. J. Luce, Indianapolis. 
‘“‘An unqualified success—the Christian Century.”’ 
WM. OESCHGER, 
“T am in hearty sympathy with the Christian Century and 
its spirit.”’ L. G. BATMAN, Philadelphia, Pa. 
“I always welcome the Christian Ceutury. It is interest- 
ing, instructive and free from all malice.”’ 
W. H. BELLAMY, Evansville, Ind, 
‘The Christian Century has greatly improved during the 
past year. I congratulate you.’ 
P B. B. TYLER, Denver, Colo, 
‘‘The literary and spiritual tone of the Christian Century 
is high. We read it with ever increasing profit.” 
A. D. HARMON, St. Paul, Minn, 
“To my mind there is no brighter, fresher, better paper 
published in the brotherhood than the Christian Century.’ 
J. WILL WALTERS, Webster City, lowa. 
“I congratulate you on the excellency of the Christian Cen- 
tury. It is one of the meatiest papers I read.” 
C. A. FREER, Collinswood, O. 
“God bless you. How can you give us sucha eer for 
such a low price.” E. L. BusH, McKinney, Tez 
“I greatly enjoy the Christian Century. No better 
comes to my desk.” J. M. VawTER, Jeffersonville, Ind. 
“Keep the paper up to the high standard you have already 
attained and its influence for good will widen and endure.” - 
F. M. GREEN, Kent, O. 
‘‘The Christian Century is a paper I delight to read and to 
place in the hands of my friends.” , 
‘ N. M. RAGLAND, Fayetteville, Ark. - 


In the very nature of things a wide-awake newspaper, which deals with the topics of the moment, cannot issuea 
complete programme of what will appear in its columns during the year. But the Christian Century “< already 


and is planning to be more useful during 1904 than ever before. 
‘* FIRST PRINCIPLES,” a series of articles by Z. T. Sweeney; STUDIES IN PALESTINE AS 


arranged are: 


Among the good things for which we 


AIDS TO FAITH, by Herbert L. Willett; DEVOTIONAL STUDIES, by W. T. Moore; Sermons; Serial Stories; 


Symposiums; articles on Missions and other topics of vital interest, by A. McLean, J. J. Haley, F. G. Tyrrell, W. 


M. Forrest and many other str 1g writers. 
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TWENTY-FIVE LARGE VOLUMES—A SUPERB LIBRARY 
GIVING EXPOSITIONS UPON THE ENTIRE BIBLE. 









This is not a cheap edition, but printed from the same plates as the Armstrong - 


edition of forty-nine volumes at $1.50 per “volume. 

Or we will send this valuable set of twenty-five volumes to any person sending 
us ten new subscriptions to the Christian Century at the special rate of $1.00 each 
and $10.00 cash additional. Ten annual subscriptions, and the twenty-five volumes 
for $20.00, or the commentary alone for $15.00 cash. Address, 


The Christian Century Co. 2e?eyporm Street. 
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ILLUSTRATED BY REPRODUCTIONS OF 
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DR. WILLETT’S NEW BOOK WILL 
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CIRCLE OF THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE 





CONTENTS 
L. The Primacy of Christ 7. The Resurrection 
2. The Fatherhood of God 8. Faith 
3. The Scriptures . 9. Repentance 
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“lam greatly pleased = Bro. Willett’s clean, clear cut 
of ‘Basic Truths.’ "—F. M. Gazen. 


“The spirit of controversy is quite absent, and yet it is 
ly argumentative to indicate the positive convic- 
~~) of the author.”—C. C. Rowiison in Christian Bvan- 








“For me the finest chapter in the book is that on the 
ion. This gets one back into the lives of the 
Aposties on that Resurrection morn. It is a historical 
indeed. of uering hosts and 


P. C. MacFarcane in Jacifc 





128 pages. Cloth. 750: Paper, 250 
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Considered by Competent Judges the Greatest 
Story Ever Published by the Disciples of Christ 


“‘A most forceful and healthful piece of 
reading." —Z. T. Sweeney. 


“An admirable sjory.""—J. J. Harry. 


“A most excelent serial.’’—J. H. 
GARRISON. 
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“A story of many excellencies.''—Heraid 
and Presbyter. 

“If one begins this book he will not put it 
down until the very satisfactory end is fin- 
ished.’'—Christian Observer. 


“A strong book and worthy of unqualified 
endorsement.’’— Religious Telescope. 
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The Beem meeting, with Bro. John- 
stone, was a great victory for the Tabor, 
lowa, church. Greatest in their history. 
Porty-eight were added and the work in 
splendid condition—H. H. Utterback. 





Beatrice, Neb.—Fourteen added last 
week. Beautiful weather, good church, 
fine pastor, inspiring music, large crowds 
and we expect a good meeting.—Law- 
rence Wright and L. R. Smith. 





Bloomfield, Ia.—During the year the 
pastor has delivered 178 addresses. Ad- 
ditions by baptism, 78; otherwise, 68; to- 
tal, 155; money raised for general ex- 
penses, $1,474.82; for missions, $170; aid 
society membership 26, raised $286.06; 
Cc. W. B. M. membership 43, $116.75; 
Sunday school, average attendance 155, 
raised $242.92; Junior C. E. membership 
40, raised $25.17; Y. P. S. C. E., mem- 
bership 20, raised $20; total, $2,335.72. 
D. A. Wickizer, pastor. 





Warren, O.—M. L. Bates closed his pas- 
torate of two years and four months with 
the Warren (Ohio) church, Jan. 7, 1904. 
During the year 1903 and the first week 
of 1904 there were 303 additions to the 
church, 200 baptisms and 103 otherwise. 
During his entire pastorate there have 
been 416 additions. A large percentage 
of those received into the church were 
men, while the percentage of children 
was very small, there being fewer than 
25 under 14 years of age. All depart- 
ments of church work have taken on in- 
creased activity. Deepest regret is felt 
by all members and friends in the com- 
munity because of his departure. He be- 
gins work at East Orange, N. J., next 
Sunday, and Feb. ist will enter Columbia 
University —Mary A. Johnson. 





South Bend, Ind.—The reports at an- 
nual business meeting were most encour- 
aging, and showed a very commendable 
gain in the various departments, as well 
as in the church itself, including those 
received at the Indiana avenue misgion, 
there has been a net gain in the mem- 
bership of 42. The total number re- 
ceived at the church was 56, and 28 were 
received at the mission. The present 
membership of the church is 562, and at 
the mission 61, making a grand total of 
623. The receipts from weekly coHec- 
tions at the church amount to $1,754.16, 
and $827.75 is the amount contributed 


for missions outside the city. The total © 


amount contributed for all purposes is 
$4,246.82. After the business meeting, 
refreshments were served and a very 
enjoyable social hour was spent, which 
lasted until 11 o’clock, when Pastor Rice 
again called the meeting to order and 
conducted a very inspiring consecration 
service, in which many took part and 
which lasted until the midnight hour. 
Report of W. Jefferson Street Church, 
1903.—Additions, 54; money raised, $3, 
400: of this amount $740 was for mis- 
sions and benevolence. The church sup- 
ports its own missionary, Miss Stella 
Franklin, Damoh, India. We have -two 
Washington Chapel, Sunday 


. 


East End Mission, organized three 
months ago; Sunday school, 125; aver 
age attendance, 80; average collection, 
$1.14. Flourishing aid society. Money 
raised in three montis by this mission, 
$140. Hope to build a chapel for them 
this year.—B. W. Allen, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 





A NEW PASTOR AT’ UNIVERSITY 
CHURCH. 

The installation of Charles 8. Med- 
bury to the work of the pastorate of the 
University Church, Des Moines, is of 
more than local interest, as is witnessed 
by the spontaneous. expressions that 
have come from representative brethren 
throughout the brotherhood. Scores of 
letters have been received by the pas 
tor and members of the congregation, 
expressing the anxiety that was felt that 
the right man should be chosen to suc- 
ceed Bro. McCash at this important post, 
and the feeling of universal satisfaction 
at the “ideal union” that has been con- 
summated, as Bro. W. F. Richardson ex- 
presses it. 

The necessity that compelled Bro. Mc- 
Cash to lay down the heavy duties of 
the pastorate occasioned the deepest re- 
gret everywhere, though all rejoiced that 
the wide field of usefulness opened up to 
him as the leader of the temperance 
forces of the state. His pastorate closed 
with the warmest feelings of affection 
and devotion between pastor and people, 
and nothing that a consecrated pastor 
could do to make the way smooth for 
his successor was left undone. 

A committee of seven representative 
brethren was chosen and empowered to 
select a pastor. At the first meeting of 
this committee President Bell was au- 
thorized to visit Angola, Ind., to verify 
the good reports that had reached us 
concerning Bro. Medbury, and secure 
his consent to come to us. It may be 


- said that no other name received more 


than passing consideration. President 
Bell, having prosecuted his inquiries 
with satisfactory results, met with the 
official board at Angola and strongly 
urged the claims of this field, appealing 
to them to give Bro. Medbury up to the 
larger work to which the Lord seemed 
to be calling him. After a few days of 
consideration both Bro. Medbury and his 
congregation yielded their consent, and 
the choice, being referred to the Uni- 
versity congregation, received their 
unanimous ratification. 

Bro. MedDtiry and his family arrived 
in Des Moines the last day of the old 
year, and domiciled with Bro. and Sis- 
ter Haggard until they could make their 
new home ready for occupancy. Bro. 
Haggard’s home was thrown open on 
New Year’s day for a reception by the 
church to the pastor and his family, 
several hundred brethren and neighbors 
calling during the afternoon and even- 
ing. 

Lord’s Day was a red-letter day in the 
history of the church. The auditorium 
was filied for the installation service, 
over which the writer had the pleasure 
of presiding., For spiritual uplift and 
power the addressof Bro. Medbury won 


_at once the unbounded confidence of the 


people. We enter now upon @ new era, 






an unhealthy condition of the kidneys; 


if it stains the linen it is evidenée of 
kidney trouble; too frequent desire to 
pass it, or pain in the back, is also 
convincing proof that the kidneys ws 
bladder are out of order, 
WHAT TO DO. 
There is comfort in the knowledge so 


often expressed that Dr. Kilmer’s Swamp 
Root, the great kidney and bladder rem- 
edy, fulfills every wish in curing rheuma- 


tism, pain in the back, kidneys, liver, 


bladder, and every part of the urinary 


passage. It corrects inability to hold 
water and scalding pain in passing it, or 


bad effects following the use of liquor, 


wine or beer, and overcomes that un- 
pleasant necessity of being compelled to 
go often during the day, and to get up 
many times during the night.. The mild 
and the extraordinary effect of Swamp 
Root is soon realized. 
est for its wonderful cures of the most 
distressing cases. If you need a medi- 
cine you should have the best. Sold by 
druggists in fifty-cent and onedollar 
sizes. : 

You may have a «ample bottle of 
Swamp-Root, the great kidney remedy, 
and a book that tells all about it, both 
sent absolutely free by mail. Address, 
Dr. Kilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. ¥. 


When writing be sure to mention that - 


yon read this generous offer in the Chrie 
tian Century. Don’t make any mistake, 
but remember the name, Swamp-Root, 
Dr. Kilmer’s Swamp-Root, and the ad- 
dress, Binghamton, N. Y., on every bottle. 














in the full hope that our labor togetaae 
shall be jéyous and fruitful. 

During the afternoon occurred the an- 
nual election of officers. The evening 
service was an annual program, made up 
of reports of the year’s work from the 
various organizations and activities of 
the church. Many of these reports were 
gems, and were full of inspiration. 

Bro. Medbury is almost as enthusias- 
tic in his expressions of appreciation of 
his new people and the cordial way in 
which they are welcoming him, as they 
are of him. 

CHARLES O. DENNY. 

Des Moines, lowa, Jan. 5, 1904. 





_ CLEVELAND AND VICINITY. 

Special meetings are the order of the 
day in many of the churches in this re 
gion at present: At Collinwood, C. A: 
Freer, the pastor, is doing his own 


preaching, and W. E. M. Hackleman of” 


Indianapolis is leading the music, if 


what promises to be a fine meeting. J. 


D. Meyers, pastor at Painesville, 
called to his assistance J. Walter Wilson 
as leader of song and J. F. Rothenberg- 
er, pastor at Ashtabula, as speaker and 
is confident of a good meeting. The 
work there is very encouraging. They 
are steadily reducing the church debt. 
——William Kraft is in his second meet- 
ing in his own field, the Birch Street 
mission, Cleveland, since October. There 
is encouraging growth, and the near fu- 
ture will see a good church——J. A. 


It stands the high 


Fleming of the Miles Avenue church) 


is holding his own meeting with large 


audiences and a goodly number of addi. 
tions——-Chagrin Falls joins with 


thor aearcnen, te are Se 





































































































































Rue church, Cleveland, is enjoying a 
steady growth——FEuclid Avenue church 
has enjoyed a series of lectures by Prof. 
H. L. Willett. He addressed the Minis- 
terial Association on Monday, Jan. 4, on 
“The Ministry for the Present Age.” A 
large number of pastors and workers 
from the city and vicinity heard him 
with plensure and profit——kE. P. Wise is 
addressing the largest audiences at Ce 
dar Avenue that have greeted him since 
his. ministry there began——The For- 
@ign Missionary rally for Cleveland 
churches and those in this region will 
be held in the Franklin Circle Church 
Jan. 28. A great meeting is anticipat- 
ed-——-Four persons have been added 
to the Willoughby Church since the last 
report———-Lathrop Cooley has been mak- 
tag a tour of the churches in this re 
gion in which he preached the Gospel 
in his early ministry more than half a 
century ago. The Sixty-second anniver- 
sary of bis ordination to the ministry 
will be celebrated on the second Lord's 
Day of July next. With the exception 
of one year, this long ministry has been 
spent in this and adjoining counties. 
This veteran is everywhere in this re- 
gion beloved and honored——The an- 
mual report of the Glenville church for 
1903 shows a total gain of 72 members, 
@ net gain of 60, and a proportionate in- 
<rease over the membership one year 
@go of above_55 per cent. 
M. B. RYAN. 
WMenville, O., Jan. 6, 1904. 


NEBRASKA SECRETARY'S LETTER. 


The meeting at Brownville was doing 
well, with 19 added at last report. J. W. 
Sapp, preacher, will hold at Nemaha 
next. Brownville is the oldest congre- 
@ation in the state——H. S. Gillian has 
taken the work at Hastings. A joint 
reception was given to him and Bro. 
Kirchstein, the retiring preacher. Bro. 
K. is located at 2008 Ohio street, Oma- 
ba, and is now in charge of the North- 
side congregation in that city. The 
church has bargained for the fine brick 
shurch formerly belonging to the Uni- 
versalists, in Kountze place, one of the 
nice residence districts in the city—— 
The Foreign Society will hold rallies at 
Omaha and Cotner on the 12th and 13th 
inste——-17 were added in E. Y. Yocum’s 
meeting at Liberty Ridge, 13 by bap 
tism——-H. A. Lemon and Frank McVey 
are in a meeting at Waco at this writ- 
ing——Ray Hunt and E. Gardner, Cotner 
students, evangelized at Seward during 
holieays. Bro. Hunt has been preach- 
ing successfully at Bee——The state 





_ beard met on the 30th and the Pulpit 


Supply Committee and the officers of 
the Christian Citizens’ Council met on 
the Bist of December at the Y. M. C. A. 
im Lincoln. All the meetings were well 
attended——-The minutes have been 
failed in limited numbers——Educa- 
tional Day is the third Lord's Day in 
January. The scarcity of preachers 
makes the schools among us a positive 
necessity. We dare not neglect this 
matter much longer. The young men 
‘m Cotner are doing excellent work—— 
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society by Bro. Adams resulted a 
ehurch organization of 20 members. Sev- 
eral other prominent people promised 
to go in with them. Joseph Lamm is 
the regular preacher, and they need a 
church building——Bro. DeForest Aus- 
tin is in a warm meeting at Humboldt, 
where Bert Wilson preaches; 13 bap 
tims and one from M. E. Church is the 
report to 4th inst. _Bro, Austin begins 
at Irvington on the 17th——Four added 
at Bluevale in J. E. Wilson’s meeting. 
He will go next to Firth, Hugh Lomax 
regular preac T. Hacker 
preached on the 27th of December at 
Wymore and again the first Lord’s Day 
in January; will continue a few even- 
ings——-W. A. Morrison of Verdon and 
Salem has accepted a call to McPherson, 
Kan., to commence Feb. 1. Bro. Morri- 
sop has been o good worker in Nebraska, 
and we are sorry to lose him. This 
makes four good men given to Kansas 
this missionary year——C. W. Nichols 
has taken the work at Avoca and will 
move his family there at once——Mel- 
vin Putman held a short meeting at In- 
avale recently. 

The Governing Board of the N. C. M. 
S. very pleasantly surprised the Cor- 
responding Secretary on the evening of 
Dec. 30, with their wives. A fine sup 
per had been prepared by them, with 
the help of the secretary’s wife, and the 
evening was spent very happily. Some 
elegant silverware was left as tokens of 
good will. This day will be long cher- 
ished as a bright spot in my life. The 
support of these good men makes good 
work possible. 

Briefly let me remind those churches 
that have not sent in anything on ap- 
portionments that we need their assist- 
ance. We have been straining our re- 
sources to the utmost to reach the 
largest possible number of places ask- 
ing for assistance. The apportionate re- 
ceipts from Nebraska day are larger 
than ever before. More churches gave, 
and 15 new churches were enlisted. Let 
us press this work now so that we may 
be out of the way of other offerings. 
W. A. BALDWIN. 
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The Chicago Missionary Union. 

The annual! union meeting of the wom- 
en’s boards of foreign missions was held 
on Wednesday of last week under the 
direction of the C. W. B. M. of Chicago 
and vicinity, this being the first occasion 
on which our church has been asked to 
take charge at these meetings which in 
presenting a unity of interests is in direct 
line with one plea for Christian union and 
as such the opportunity was valued by 
our C. W. B..M. women. The meeting 
was full of interest and inspiration. The 
Rev. W. F. Oldham, field secretary of the 
M. E. church, was most earrest and ef- 
fective in his address on “The Opened 
Doors.” 

Dr. Oldham, from a long residence in 
India and persoral experience in other 
foreign lands, spoke with convincing pow- 
er of the readiness, both conscious and 
subconscious, of these lands, to receive 
a new religious impulse. 

Miss Adelaide Gail Frost's India sun- 
set hymn was sung with appreciation 
and feeling by Mrs. Saltonstall. Other 
numbers on the program were of great in- 









workers from the foreign 
deeply appreciated. 


THE INSTITUTE OF ST. JOHN. 

The Institute of St. John is a new 
school of correspondence and a summer 
chautauqua combined. It is new in con- 
ception and in treatment. 

The point of view from which it is 
taken is that St. John is destined to be 
in the Regeneration what St. Paul has 
been in the Reformation. and what St. 
Peter has been in Romanism, and that 
these three apostles will be to the after 
ages what they were to the first century. 
The fact that St. John’s gospel has been 
forced into secondary place ard that his 
revelation which makes such high claims 
for its own importance is rot taught in 
any college of the world lends a probabil- 
ity that a new appreciation awaits these 
teachings which the leader, J. S. Hughes 
of Chicago, calls the Gospel of all Gos- 
pels. Mr. Hughes says in part: 

It so happened in the Providence of 
God that Peter should be first to set 
forth the Christ to both Jew and Gen- 
tile, as we read that he did at Jerusalem 
and at the house of Cornelius. This pri- 
macy was accepted by the Roman church 
as the basis of her succession of Popes, 
her cathedral beirg named, as most of 
her churches are, for St. Peter, and her 
communion acknowledging that apoatie 


fields were 
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as patron saint, his authority being su- 
preme in all her councils. Paul succeed- 
ed to the leadership, as we find in the 
Acts of the Aposties, and it was he who 
smancipated the early church from the 
yoke of the law. Long after both Peter 
and Paul had gone to their rest, having 
established the greater Gentile church, 
John came forth from a long period of si- 
lence and meditation with a message for 
all the churches to the end of the world. 
and his cathedral is as wide as the King- 
dom of God, both Jew and Gentile. As 
the Roman church confesses its fealty to 
Peter, so the reformation of the sixteenth 
century owes its existence to Paul and to 
Luther, who possessed the very genius of 
Paul, and like Paul the two great princi- 
ples he taught were personal faith and 
persona! liberty, the well-spring of Prot- 
estant civilization and progress. It re- 
mains for John to be heard again and to 
take his place as the finishing voice of 
Christian teaching, the herald of peace 
and unity. Christ said to Peter, “What is 
it to thee if he tarry till I come?” Though 
Paul said of his calling that he was “born 
out of due season” and that Christ “was 





seen of me last of all,” it was in fact re- 
served that John should see him later “last 
of all” to speak yet again, and his final 
testimony is just now the most engaging 
field of religious inquiry in Christendom, 
and one which gives a glowing perspect- 
ive to the entire plan of salvation. It 
was Ezra’s reading of the forgotten scrip- 
tures that brought Israel back from idol- 
atry to a true knowledge and service of 
God. 

It was the revival of Paul’s letters to 
the Romans and Galatians that enabled 
Luther to call out the people of the Lord 
into the reformation, and may we not be- 
lieve that the bringing forth of the wri- 
tings of St. John will work the mighty 
changes which they that are of the faith 
look for with longing desire? 

In such a view all the preceding scrip- 
tures seem to receive new meaning which 
the brightest minds and warmest hearts 
of the world now seek after. 


The church at Kingston, Mo., wants a 
pastor at once for all time. Good build- 
ing, free of debt. Address A. R. Cox, 
clerk. 





Shall We Enrich Our Services? 5:2; * 








YALL we enrich our services or 
continue to worship God in the 
crude and barren manner so 
common among us? _ Surely 
tuere is a golden mean between this and 
ultra ritualism that would be more 
pleasing to the Lord than either. What 
objection can there be to our making an 
effort to locate that golden mean? It is 
gratitying that a few have found it, dis- 
couraging that so many have met with 
opposition when they sought to find it. 
When will we learn that Scriptural sim- 
plicity does not mean crudeness and 
barrenness? In how many of our 
churches do we find services of which 
the following would not be an exagger- 
ated description? 

1. Period immediately preceding the 
service filled with boisterous conversa- 
tion punctuated with loud peals of 
laughter. 

2. Minister or chorister pounding a 
bell for order or struggling to make him- 
self heard in the announcement of a 
hymn. 

3. Singing of opening hymn disturbed 
by unfinished conversation and the shuf- 
fling of the feet of dissolving groups of 
gossipers whom the ringing of the bell 
and the bawling of the leader failed to 
bring to order. By the time the last 
verse is reached perhaps the whole con- 
gregation “has the number.” 

4. The preacher reads the Scriptures, 
the people listening—perhaps. Then the 
minister prays and the people do not say 





» amen. 


5. Then the preacher preaches and 
again the people do not say amen—just 
listen—perhaps. Some nod, but not in 
approval. 

6. The emblems are uncovered. By 
dint of great and prolonged effort the 
deacons are prevailed on to reluctantly 
straggle up one at a time and drop into 
seats as far removed from the table as 
possible. Then follows a long, rambling 
talk about “our custom” of observing 
this feast every first day of the week, 
interlarded with pointed thrusts at those 
who do not so observe it. After this 
spiritually uplifting talk the loaf is dis- 
tributed, the deacons returning and 
dropping into inaccessible seats, where 


they must be sought out and served by 
the leader. In the same way the cup is 
served. 

7. Then a hymn is sung, the benedic- 
tion pronounced and then—bedlam is 
turned loose. Loud talking and unseem- 
ly laughter, destructive of reverence and 
disgusting to refinement, fill the house 
with a noise like many waters. 

In contrast with this, let me describe 
a service that may be witnessed on any 
Sunday morning in a little church away 
out West: 

1. An organ voluntary, which is 
listened to in quietness by the waiting 
congregation. The entrance of the choir 
from a side room, followed by the min- 
ister. 

2. Singing of the doxology by choir 
and congregation standing, followed by 
an invocation or the Lord’s Prayer re- 
peated in concert. 

3. Singing of a hymn of praise by all, 
followed by responsive reading of a de- 
votional selection from the Scriptures. 
Prayer, followed by response from choir 
and congregation. 

4. Communion hymn, all standing, 
and the elders and deacons taking their 
respective places at the table. Thanks- 
giving, first for the loaf and then for 
the cup. Distribution of the loaf and in- 
dividual cups at the same time, both be- 
ing reserved till all have been served. 
Deacons return to table and are provid- 
ed with the bread and wine, with which 
the elders and minister provide them- 
selves. A brief, earnest prayer by the 
minister, after which all partake of the 
emblems in unison—of the bread first, 
and then of the wine, depositing the 
emptied cups in the racks attached to 
the backs of the pews for the purpose. 
During the distribution of the emblems 
the organist plays softly some sweet 
and solemn strain, which swells into 
notes of joy as the deacons start with 
the collection-baskets to take the offer- 
ing. Then follows an anthem by the 
choir. After announcements a solo is 
sung. Then comes the sermon, the in- 
vitation song, the benediction, the post- 
lude, quite greetings and dispersion. 

Which of these two do you think the 
Lord likes best? I know which He 
blesses most. 





SABSLAASASAGDNS 
Dandruff 


Men once a week, women 
once in two weeks, should 
wash the head with a 
copious lather of warm 
water and Glenn’s Sulphur 
Soap. It willremove and 
keep out dandruff. 

Glenn’s Sulphur Soap is a 
specific for scalp and skin 
diseases, Besure and get 


Glenn’s 
Sulphur Soap 








asc. a cake at all drug stores 
or mailed for joc. by The 
Charles N. Crittenton Co., 
115 Fulton St., New York. > 
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Trees, Seeds, Plants and Bulbs 


THE BEST AT REASONABLE PRICES. 


All Our Customers Receive Prompt, Honest Liberal 
Attention to Their Orders. 

Send us 25 cents and receive, postpaid, 

six packets finest new early vegetables and 
one dozen beautiful flowering bulbs, and 
one year's subscription to the Best Home 
and Floral paper published. We have 
many other Bargains. 
Special Offer. For 25c we will send one dozen 
Grand Spring Blooming Flowers and one 
strong plant of the wonderful Palestine Se- 
logivella. A rare plant which grows on the 
rocky hillsides of Palestine. When dormant 
it is tightly curled up, but as soon as placed 
in water opens up and expands, begins grow- 
ing, and turns a vivid green. The foliage 
resembles and is as beautiful as a fern. 
The drying and reviving process may be re- 
newed as often as desired. A rare and val- 
uable novelty. Regular price 50 cents but 
to secure new customers we make the 
above offer 


Send for our catalogue and Bargain list 
Send us your list of Trees, Plants, etc., 
wanted and we will quote special prices. 

We want men and women, boys and girls for our 
agents to sell trees, seeds, bulbs, plants, roses, etc. 
Send for particulars about our new plan. 

T. C. FURNAS & CO. 
N URSERYMEN, SEFDSMEN AND FLORISTS. 
Indianapolis, - - Indiana 











atin riches in a little room.—/nterior. 

Well nigh indispensable.—Sunday School Work, 
it is a thought quickener.—S. S. Evangeé. 

A marvel of condensation.— Advance. 

Both scholarly and spir:tual.-CAristian Observer. 


The Gist 
of the 
Lessons 


For Sunday School 
Teachers 


By R. A, Torrey 


Sup’t Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago 
Bound in Full Leath- 
er only, substantial, 
attractive, flexible, gold 
embossed, 160 pages. 


ONLY 25 CENTS 


Better this year than ever, All it claims to be, the 
real gist of the lesson.—Cumberiand Presbyterian 

Boiled down, and pressed together under the 
hydraulic, skimmed, strained and pressed again 
and yet full, generous and helpful in its treatment 
of the lesson. I greatly prize it.—Merion Law- 
rance, Gen'i Sec'y int. Sunday School Ass'n. 


Fleming H. Revell Company, Publishers 
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AMONG THE NEW BOOKS 





The Temptation of Jesus. By A. Mor- 
ris Stewart, M. A. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. Pp. 230. 

As an interpretation of our Lord's 
temptation in the wilderness, with a de- 
cided practical bearing upon Christian 
living, this book is of great value. While 
scholarly in tone the work does not deal 
with critical or theological discussions. 
Each aspect of the temptation is consid- 
ered, first, as it concerns the inner ex- 
perience of our Lord, and secondly, as it 
bears upon human needs. The author's 
examination of the conflict of Jesus with 
evil is keen, sane and sympathetic, while 
his application to human needs of the 
principles underlying Jesus’ victory is 
such as will surely succor the tempted 
heart. The theme is treated with great 
thoroughness and in some instances with 
striking originality. While the author 
disregards few of the time-honored inter- 
pretations of the Temptation, yet at many 
points he wins the reader's gratitude by 
pushing his theme into fresh fields of 
thought. A few special features may be 
noticed. The personality of Satan is ac- 
cepted. A close line of connection is 
drawn between the “measureless endow- 
ment” of the Savior at his baptism and 
his temptation in the wilderness. Again 
the words of John the Baptist on Jesus’ 
return from the wilderness are inter- 
preted as “Behold, the lamb of God,” who 
is (i. @, already in his temptation) bear- 
ing the sin of the world. The rapture to 
the temple top is entitled “The Snare of 
the Fourth Dimension.” This is taken as 
a literal occurrence on the ground of the 
superiority of “etherial force” over re- 
sistant matter. 

Jesus’ horror under the final tempta- 
tion “fall down and worship me” is for- 
cibly depicted, while with great beauty 
the author displays his soul’s rebound to 
God. 

“The final incitement to treason so 
stirred his loyalty to God that the links 
that bound him to heaven were drawn 
tight and close in a spasm of yearning 
desire. His soul reached out to God, and 
his heart clave to him. It was thus that 
the angels came.” Cc. L. Waite. 

The Atonement and the Modern Mind. 
By James Denney, D. D. New York: A. 
Cc. Armstrong & Son, 1903, pp. 159. $1.00 
net. 

In this work Dr. Denny has republished 
three articles which originally appeared 
in the Expositor, and were intended as a 
supplement to his work on the Death of 
Christ. In them he discusses the defini- 
tions of the atonement and the character- 
istics of the modern mind, which he 
finds to consist chiefly ih the new point 
of view produced by the study of science, 
the idealistic movement in philosophy 
and the historical method. He then pro- 
ceeds to discuss sin and the divine reac- 
tion against it, and in the final chapter, 
Christ and man in the atonement. In re- 
ferring to his attitude in general as re- 
vealed in his previous works he says: “If 
one may be excused a persona! reference, 
few things have astonished me more than 
to be charged with teaching a ‘forensic’ 
or ‘legal’ or ‘judicial’ doctrine of the 





Atonement, resting, as such a doctrine 
must do, on a ‘forensic’ or ‘legal’ or ‘ju- 
dicial’ conception of man’s relation to 
God.” And yet it is difficult to understand 
how readers of Dr. Denny’s works are to 
put any other than a legalistic construc- 
tion upon his arguments regarding the 
Atonement. It is true that he manifests 
many elements of sympathy with modern 
conceptions of science and of the Scrip- 
tures. For instance he says “That the 
third chapter of Genesis is mythological 
in form, no one who knows what mythol- 
ogy is will deny.” And again, “With all 
reverence for the Old Testament, Paul 
accepted nothing from it that did not 
speak to his conscience, and waken ech- 
oes there.” But none the less is his point 
of view scholastic and his conception of 
the relation between God and man ac- 
complished by the Atonement an external 
and legal one. He dismisses Bushnell’s 
view of the Atonement with a wave of 
the hand as valueless, and considers An- 
selm’s work the greatest treatise ever 
produced on the subject. If one wishes 
a scholarly and intensely readable treat- 
ment of the Atonement, which clothes 
in an attractive dress an essentially out- 
grown conception of the theme, but one 
which is all too widely held even yet, 
this book will give it adequate presenta- 
tion. 





Sons of Vengeance. A story of the 
Cumberland Highlands. By Joseph S. 
Malone. Fleming H. Revell Co. 

The author has given his readers a 
realistic picture of a type of life pe 
culiar to the mountain regions of East- 
ern Tennessee and Kentucky. We are 
plunged at once into the midst of an 
awful feud. In the beginning of the 
twentieth century we find characteris 


tics which belong to the earlier stages | 


of man’s development. For the superfi- 
cial reader the chief interest of the 
story will be centered in the outward 
manifestation of the revengeful spirit 
That which challenges the attention of 
the more thoughtful is the inner strug- 
gle which is going on within the breast 
of these men of strong wills, warm 
hearts and rough exterior. Religion in 
so far as it has touched their conscience 
has become an impelling power for good. 
But like the people of every class, there 
are regions in their lives, where it has 
not been allowed to enter. When a feud 
breaks out it is not always easy for a 
man to decide to which party he belongs. 
One’s kin may be on one side, but the 
friends and comrades of a lifetime may 
be on the other. This is the situation in 
which Bill Scruggs and Percy Miller find 
themselves. They have suffered together 
on tne battlefield and would have died 
the one for the other; and they are now 
brother deacons in the Salem Primitive 
Baptist church. Miller’s two boys have 
been killed. The struggle and agony 
of these two men lays bare the soul 
and reveals nobility and true moral cour- 
age. Mr. Malone shows us this old life 
in the “throes of a new civilization.” 
“Sis” Finley leaves her mountain home, 
goes to school and afterward becomes 
the refined and cultured Mrs. Keith, wife 





of a young lawyer of ability and courage. 
Uncle Harve, one of the principal charac- 
ters, makes a very interesting comment 
on this profession when he says, “I 
hain’t no faith in lawyers any more than 
I have in a leaky canoe,” but he feels 
perfectly save in the hands of Keith. 
The “moonshiners” as well as the cap- 
italist who has begun to invade the 
country, come in for their share of treat- 
ment. The style is well suited to the 
subject matter. The story has elements 
of strength which place it above much 
of the writing of the kind. It will be 
read with interest by all who in any way 
are interested in this phase of the so- 
cial question. 


Studies for Personal Workers, by How- 
ard Agnew Johnson. 

To the brief review recently published 
in the Christian Century I want to add 
my most hearty approval and this per- 
sonal word: This is the best manual for 
personal workers and for all who would 
understand the heart of the Gospel, and 
know how to deal with human hearts, 
that I have ever found. I wish that every 
young man—every Christian—could have 
this book and Dr. H. Clay Trumbull’s 
“Individual Work for Individuals” con- 
stantly by them for direction and inspira- 
tion. Every pastor should have these two 
books, published by the International 
Committee of Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociations, New York City. Cloth, each, 
75c. Get these books. 

CHARLES BLANCHARD. 





The Christian Pulpit, M. F. Harmon, 
editor, is a monthly magazine devoted 
to the interests of preachers. It treats 
of a variety of subjects which are of in- 
terest to growing pastors. Such names 
as J. C. Mason, O. P. Spiegel, A. M. Hag- 
gard stand at the head of departments. 
Bro. Harmon has been preaching at Oak 
Cliff, Dallas, Texas, but he has been 
called again to take up the work at 
Jackson, Miss., where he labored from 
1891 to 1896. The monthly will be pub- 
lished from this place in the future. 





Wanted, an evangelist and singing 
evangelist for meeting at Hammond, 
Ind., during February or March. Please 
mention terms. Do not desire an evan- 
gelist who raises the money on the 
field. Address C. J. Sharp, 578 Indiana 
avenue, Hammond, Ind. 





Wanted, a preacher for new and grow- 
ing field near Chicago. New town of five 
thousand and growing rapidly. Church 
just organized and temporary building in 
process of construction. Preacher must 
be a young man of unquestioned charac- 
ter and loyal to the gospel, a hard work- 
er, able to make friends and an organ- 
izer. The work must be pushed strenu- 
ously. Salary at least five hundred dol- 
lars the first year, insured by mission- 
ary board. None without the require- 
ments above need apply. Send refer- 
ences. Address C. J. Sharp, 513 Indiana 
avenue, Hammond, Ind. 





Sins confessed are half conquered. 


When a man begins to edit the bible 
to suit himself, it is time to audit his 
accounts to protect yourself. 





Arthur H. Seymour, Arlington, 8. D., 
is preparing for a meeting, assisted by 
J. K. Shellenberger of Mankato, Minn. 
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Christian College, Past, Present and Future 








HRISTIAN College is a promise 
not yet fully realized. It has had 
‘a splendid past history, but the 
‘ future has for it possibilities 
wich even the least sanguine will not 
deny. Like all live things it has grown. 


Long ago Christian College passed the 
experimental stage. She stands willing 
to be judged by her fruits. Her alumnae 
are the representative women of Mis- 
souri and many other states—the lead- 
ers in home, church, school and social 





New Dormitory. 


From the very beginning of its exist- 
ence it has occupied a leading position 
among the educational institutions of 
the Southwest. 

The first charter ever granted by the 
legislature of Missouri for the colle 
giate education of Protestant women 
was that which incorporated Christian 
College, Columbia, Mo., Jan. 18, 1851. 

John Augustus Williams was the first 
president, followed in turn by L. B. 
Wilkes, J. K. Rogers, G. S. Bryant, W. 
A. Oldham, F. P. St. Clair, Mrs. L. W. 
St. Clair, Mrs W. T. Moore, Mrs. Moore 
and Mrs. St. Clair together, Mrs. W. T. 
Moore, the latter now continuing in 
charge after six and a half years of suc- 
cessful presidency. 

For several years the college has been 
making rapid progress in all of its de 
partments. Splendid new buildings, cost- 
ing nearly $120,000, have been erected, 
wile the curriculum has been raised to 
articulate with the state university and 
eastern colleges, so that now it is one 
of the best equipped colleges for young 
women to be found anywhere in the Mis- 
sissippi valley. 

Never before in the history of the 
college have so many girls gathered at 
the opening of her doors in September 
as this collegiate year. Many who could 
not be accommodated were put upon the 
“waiting list” for the first vacancy. Up 
to the present time there have matricu- 
lated 230 pupils and the outlook for the 
future was never so encouraging as now. 
Plans are being matured for still an- 
other much-needed building, which will 
add materially to the present accommo- 
dations. 














A CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY 


I have been selling “Non-Alcoholic-Flavori 
Powders” for the past six months and have m 
8150. Every family buys three or four boxes, 
The Sovering powders are better in every om 
than the liquid extracts, and are lovely to seil. | 
do not have tocanvass. People send to me for the 

wders. Any intelligent person can do as well as 

and average $3.00 per werk. 1 get my flavoring 
wders from the California Fruit & Chemical Co., 

t. Louis, Mo. Write themand they will start you 
in business. E. G 


interests. Her pride is not her splen- 
did buildings of brick and stone, but her 





character building. Mind and spirit are 
the precious materials with which she 
is fashioning a temple fit for eternity. 
The splendid work done by the religious 
organizations of the Christian College 
Daughters’ League and the auxiliary of 
the C. W. B. M. (both student bodies) 
will last forever. With judicious physi- 
cal training, with richest culture of 


New Auditorium. 


mind, heart and soul life, this state pio 
neer in the education of women will, in 
the years to come, continue to send forth 
a splendid procession of Christian wom- 
en who will be centers of high and noble 
influence. 





W. A. Morrison has resigned at Ver- 
don, Neb., to accept work at McPherson, 
Kan., February 1. He leaves the work at 
Verdon in good condition. Preachers de- 
siring location may write W. T. Johnson. 
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Millet’s 


bowed heads. 


$10,000 made by an American. 





Masterpiece 


“The Angelus” 


THE COSTLIEST PAINTING IN THE WORLD 


Regular Price $5.00, SPECIAL: One Dollar if order is 
sent before February First 


‘“‘ The time is evening; two peasants, a man and a woman, at the sound of the 
Angelus bell from a distant church stop their work and stand in the field praying with 
It was sold in 1890 for $143,000.00. 


This painting was originally sold at auction in Paris, 1890, the opening bid being 
The French people were determined the famous pic- 
ture should not leave Paris and doubled the bid. The American bid $30,000 and the 
French answered with a bid of $40,000, The excitement became intense and the 
people seemed to grow wild as the bids mounted to fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty and 
ninety thousand dollars. Couriers were dispatched all over the city appealing for help 
but the painting was finally awarded to an American for $110,000 and brought to 
America, the duty being 30 per cent advalorem, making the total cost $143,000, 


Our Offer: We have a limited number of exact reproductions of this 


Masterpiece in the original colors, size 11x16, ready for 
framing which we will sell for $1.00 cash with order and send charges paid. This 


Century Dictionary. 









offer is unparalleled as the painting would readily sell for $5.00 in any art store in 
America. Send us the Couponattached. Satisfaction guaranteed or money 
refunded. This offer is made for 30 days only and will not appear again. 





THE RIVERSIDE PUBLISHING CO. 
204 Dearborn St., Chicago, Lil. 
Enclosed find $1.00. Send me charges paid “* Millet’s Master- 
piece’ THE ANGELUS reproduced in Original colors, [7 
not satisfactory the painting to be returned and $1.00 refunded. 
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Our Great Combinaton Offer Renewed 





A UNION OF POWERFUL CHRISTIAN AGENCIES. 


Christian Melodies 


and THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY. 


A Christian Paper in Each Home. Plenty of Song Books in the Church. 








WO of the most potent agencies affecting the condition and work of a church, in addition to the personal 
work and influence of the pastor, are religious papers in the home and inspiring song services in the 
congregation. The religious paper is the pastor’s ablest assistant. A good Christian paper in the home 
relieves the pastor of more than half his burden. Every wide-awake pastor recognizes the value of religious 
papers and gladly aids every effort to place them in the homes of the congregation for which he ministers. 

No paper in the brotherhood has made such progress and come into prominence and favor so rapidly 
as has THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY. It is wide-awake, newsy, up-to-date, and its serial stories alone are worth 
many times the price of the paper. It is the peer of any paper among us, and is recognized by many as 


The Best Family Christian Paper. 


Church services, Sunday Schools and Endeavor meetings should be made attractive and delightful. 
Nothing adds more to the interest and effectiveness o1 these services than the inspiration and power of new 
soul-stirring songs. Christian Melodies has songs suitable for every occasion and for every department. It is 
especially well adapted to Evangelistic, Sunday School and Endeavor services, as well as for regular church 
purposes. It contains many fine solos, quartettes, etc.; has many of the most popular hymns that have been in 
use, besides the large quota of up-to-date songs by the ablest writers. Its extraordinary merit is attested by 
its unprecedented reception. It is in use all over the United States from Virginia to Oregon. Everyone who 
uses the book is delighted with it. From every quarter comes words of highest praise and commendation. 
The testimony of musicians, singing evangelists, and all who have used it, is unanimous in pronouncing it 
without exception or reservation the best ali purpose book that has been produced. It is mechanically perfect, 
neat, artistic and durable. The selling price is $20.00 a hundred. $2.50 a dozen, not prepaid. Single copy, 
post-paid, 25 cents. Already thousands are enjoying the benefits of these powerful agencies in Christian 
work, and we hope to supply a still larger number and add 10,000 new subscribers to THE CHRISTIAN CEN- 
TURY through our most Remarkable Fresaion offer, whereby churches may obtain 


CHRISTIAN MELODIES ABSOLUTELY FREE. 


Until further notice we Will send Christian Melodies FREE as a premium with clubs of subscriptions to 
THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY in accordance with the following schedule: 


100 copies of Christian Melodies for 25 New Subscribers. 
50 copies of Christian Melodies for 15 New Subscribers. 
30 copies of Christian Melodies for 10 New Subscribers, 
15 copies of Christian Melodies for 5 New Subscribers. 


HOW TO INCLUDE RENEWALS. 
The above offer is for NEW SVBSCRIBERS ONLY. So many appeals have been made to allow re- 


newals to count in the club, we have decided to include old subscribers upon the following conditions: All 
Arrearages must be paid and one year in advance, and for every Renewal Subscriber included 25 cents must 
be added. This makes three song books free for each old subscriber, and four song books free for each new sub- 


scriber when 100 books are ordered. 


This is by far the greatest offer ever made by any of our publishing houses and enterprising churches 
will not be slow in taking advantage of this rare opportunity to supply their membership with such a high grade, 
helpful and inspiring paper as THE CHRISTIAN C Y and at the same time equip themselves with such a 
delightful new song book as Christian Melodies. Those interested should notify us at once, and send 25 cents 
for a sample copy of the song book. Papers for distribution will be sent free to those working for clubs. 


THE GHRISTIAN CENTURY CO. ** citcaco. *"” 

















